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Calcutta High Court

Fort William College,
Calcutta

Indian Association
for the Cultivation of
Science

From the Desk of the General Secretary

Dear Members and Well-wishers,

The new Council of The Asiatic Society as well as various committees
constituted by the Council for the year 2022-24 have started their
respective activities. We observed the International Day of Biological
Diversity on 24th May, 2022 which was also streamed through various
media network. Some eminent scholars delivered valuable lectures and
number of college students, apart from others, also took part in this
important programme (a detailed report will be found in the Bulletin).
Indira Gandhi Memorial Lecture for the year 2021 to be delivered by
Professor Kalpana Kannabiran, distinguished Professor, Council for Social
Development, New Delhi is scheduled to be held on 20t July, 2022.

From a cursory glance it appears that the month of July is unique by
a combination of many memorable events. Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, the
eminent Physician as well as the Chief Minister of West Bengal was born
on 1st of July, 1882 while Shri Akshay Kumar Dutta, a noted litterateur
of the 19th century was born on 15th July, 1820. A number of leading
institutions were founded in the month of July, such as Calcutta High Court
(01.07.1862), Fort William College, Calcutta (09. 07. 1800), Ramakrishna
Mission (24.07.1902), Indian Association (26. 07.1876) and the Indian
Association for Cultivation of Science (29.07.1876). Needless to mention,
all these institutions made their prominent presence in building up the
history and culture of our country.

The month of July is equally important for projecting a number of
memorable incidences related to India’s social and cultural movements.
For example, Bill for Independence in India was placed in the British
Parliament on 05.07.1947; Lord Curzon proclaimed the Partition of Bengal
(19.07.1905); British Parliament dismissed the appeal against the order of
stopping’sati'immolation on 11.07.1832; The call for boycott movement of
the British commodities was started on 16.07.1905; Hindu Widow Marriage
was legalised on 16.07. 1856; The law of India’'s independence received the
Royal Assent on 18.07.1947. Interestingly, the important communication
network in the field of Culture was also initiated in the month of July. For
example, the first public theatre halli. e. the Star Theatre was inaugurated
on 21.07.1883, while the first Radio Centre in India was inaugurated in
Bombay on 23.07.1927. It is also worth-recording that Rev. James Long
was jailed on 24. 07.1861 for translating in English the Bengali drama of
Dinabandhu Mitra’s Nil Darpan.

The First Five Year Plan of India (1951-56) was published on 09. 07. 1951.
This was the beginning of India’s journey towards various phases of
planned socio-economic development which has already reached upto
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FROM THE DESK OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY J

the document of 12% Five Year Plan (2012-17). The event of July may be closed with a note
that 30 July is considered to be the World Friendship Day declared by the United Nation,
though India and a few other countries observe it on the first Sunday in the month of August.

| feel happy to share with you that the Recreation Club of the Asiatic Society organised
a cultural programme on 30t July, 2022 at Vidyasagar Hall to observe the birthdays of
Rabindranath Tagore and Kazi Nazrul Islam on the occasion of observance of the 'Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav' (75 years of Indian Independence).

Friends, since we have made the beginning of our otherwise committed journey towards
the all round development of the Society, | on behalf of the Council would like to express

good wishes to you all and | would also request you to extend your kind cooperation and
help as before.

Please keep well and safe.

A

(S. B. Chakrabarti)
General Secretary

Rev. James Long Dinabandhu Mitra

N ——
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MEETING NOTICE I

AN ORDINARY MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING OF
THE ASIATIC SOCIETY WILL BE HELD ON
MONDAY, 4tH JULY 2022 AT 5.00 p.m. AT THE
VIDYASAGAR HALL OF THE SOCIETY

MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO KINDLY ATTEND THE MEETING

AGENDA

Confirmation of the Minutes of the last Ordinary Monthly General
Meeting held on 6th June, 2022.

Exhibition of presents made to the Society in June, 2022
Notice of Intended Motion, if any, under Regulation 49(d).

Matters of current business and routine matters for disposal under
Regulation 49(f).

Consideration of reports and communications from the Council as per
Regulation 49(g). :

The names of the candidates for Ordinary Membership as recommended
by the Council in its meeting held on 24th June 2022 for election under
Regulation 5 (The details are given separately as an Annexure to the Notice)

The following paper will be read by Dr. Dipak Chandra Poddar :

"Betar Natak Prayojana : Itihaser Aloke"

1 Park Street, Kolkata-700016 (S B Chakrabarti)
Dated : 23. 06. 2022 General Secretary
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250th Birth Anniversary -

Modernity

Yes, we are talking about Rammohun
Roy whose 250th Birth Anniversary is being
observed throughout India. Raja Rammohun
Roy was in a true sense a modernist and a
forebearer of Indian Renaissance. He was a
moderniser in the real sense of the term as
reason, rationality and a life-long concern
for human rights were the three pillars of his
activities throughout his life.

Alex Inkeles, the famous sociologist, had
identified the syndromes of modernity in
this way:

«  Opennessto new experience, both with
people and new ways of doing things;

«+ The assertion of increasing
independence from the authority of
traditional figures like parents and
priests;

«  Belief in the efficiency of Science and
Medicine;

«  General abandonment of passivity and
fatalism in the face of life's difficulties;

- Showing of strong interest in and taking
active part in civic and community
affairs;

«  To strive energetically to keep abreast
of whatever is happening around -
nationally and internationally.

Judged from each of this index,
Rammohun Roy was the first modern man
in India.
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Yet a Harbinger of

Rammohun’s sense of rationality did not
lead him to attack religion as such but he
tried to show that deviation from the classical
religious concept of monotheism and the
origin of various pseudo-religious puranic
cults and dogmas were at the root of the
contemporary social evils and that the only
way to fight it out was through a process
of mass-awakening through education and
through an awareness of civil, social and
economic rights. In order to popularise the
true message of Hinduism, Rammohun was
the first to translate the classics of Hindu
religion into Bengali and English. In order
to give the message that the essence of all
the religions are the same, Rammohun gave
original and unconventional interpretation of
Hinduism, Islam, Christianity—this originality
of interpretation alienated and antagonised
the conservative, dogmatic proponents of
all the existing religions. Rammohun had to
fight against all of them throughout his life.

Operating and remaining active in the first
half of the Nineteenth Century, Rammohun
was a true rationalist, a modernist, a champion
of women rights and a life-long crusader
against social oppression of any type. Calling
Rammohun as the‘representative man; Amiya
Kumar Sen observes “In the Raja, the spirit of
self emancipation is clearly discernible. In all
matters to which he applied his discriminating
intellect, keen social sense and encyclopaedic
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knowledge. And he applied these qualities to
all aspects of life. This is because, life for him,
was an integrated whole” (Sen 1990:9(i)).

Rationality and Freedom of Mind as Cardinal
Values

Rammohun, with his creative, enlightened
and free mind was active on many fronts.
Whatever he has analysed, his analysis has
been rational and objective. The question is,
is there acommon thread which runs through
all the different writings of Rammohun?
Rammohun had a world-view and this view
was to look at the external world with a
free mind, free from any superstitions. This
rational mind and objective, unprejudiced
analysis had alienated many of his
contemporaries. He antagonised all existing
religious establishments. While talking about
and laying the foundation of a universal
religion, he antagonised the hard core
Hindu Fundamentalists by relentlessly
fighting against 'Suttee, he alienated many
by speaking out against injustice, inequality,
and immorality, by working for an impartial
judiciary, fair taxation, free up to date
public schools and freedom of the press.
(Robertson 1995: 172). As Rammohun wrote,
nothing more impedes the cause of truth
than prejudice instilled into minds blank to
receive impressions. He appeals to common
notions of justice as the basis for rejecting
unreasonable doctrines. Rammohun’s critical
and scintillating mind even would not accept
‘reason’ as the final arbiter. While talking
about the ‘Synthesis’ of faith as a foundation
of universal religion, Rammohun says, “l have
often lamented that in our general researches
into theological truth, we are subjected to
the conflict of many obstacles. When we
look to the traditions of ancient nations, we
often find them at variance with each other,
and when discouraged by this circumstance,
we appeal to reason as a surer guide, we
soon find how incompetent it is, alone to
conduct us to the object of the pursuit. We
often find that, instead of facilitating our

endeavours for clearing up our perplexities,
it only serves to generate a universal doubt. ..
The best method perhaps is neither to give
ourselves up exclusively to the guidance of
the one or the other; but by a proper use
of the light furnished by both endeavour to
improve our intellectual and moral faculties.
(Sen 1990:281).

With such a free mind and rational
outlook, Rammohun wrote on various
problems afflicting the humanity in general
and the nation in particular. We intend to
present here a few aspects of Rammohun’s
thought to show his essential humanism.

Nationalism and Internationalism in
Rammohun

Rammohun’s Nationalism is of a unique
character. On the one hand, he swears in
the name of British rule and of the benefits
it has bestowed upon the native. But it is
apparent that behind this mask of loyalty and
reverence, there are the underlying notions
of expectations and criticisms which are very
serious in nature. To a question regarding
the natives’ opinion about the existing form
of government, Rammohun says “men of
aspiring character and members of such
ancient families as are very much reduced by
the present system consider it derogatory to
accept of the trifling public situations which
natives are allowed to hold under the British
government, and are decidedly disaffected by
it” (Quoted in Robertson, 1999:95).

Regarding the oppression of the zamindars
on the ryots in charging excessive amount of
rent, Rammohun laments that while the 1793
Settlement had provided for a fixed amount
of rent for zamindars, the same benefit has not
been extended to the ryots. “l am at a loss to
conceive why thisindulgence was not extended
to their tenants by requiring proprietors to
follow the example of the government in
fixing a definite rent to be received form each
cultivator. .. "(Robertson. [999:185)

When the Press Censorship Bill was
introduced In India, RaRmmohun, an ardent
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advocate of freedom of the press, made
a blistering, though veiled, attack on the
British Government by appealing to the king
against this measure which, as Ramchandra
Guha said, may be the first communication
ever addressed to a British Monarch by an
Indian. As Rammohun says, "it is well known
that despotic governments naturally desire
suppression of any freedom of expression
which might tend to expose their acts to
the obloquy which ever attends exercise
of tyranny or oppression. . . they (Indians)
must humbly enter their protest against
the injustice of robbing them of their
longstanding privileges, by the introduction
of numerous arbitrary restrictions, totally
uncalled for by the circumstances of the
country. . . calculated to suppress truth,
protect abuses and encourage oppression”
(Guha 2010:38-39). Can there be a stronger
indictment of colonial rulers? When in spite of
these appeals, Press Censorship Bill remained,
Rammohun stopped the publication of his
Sambad Kaumudi as a matter of protest.
Though Rammohun’s approach was
introducing ‘constitutional reforms’ within
the British empire and ensuring civil and
political rights for natives as much as the
Englishmen enjoyed (he was disillusioned
regarding this), it would be wrong to claim that
Rammohun believed that British rule in India
would continue indefinitely. As his English
biographer observed, “The prospect of an
educated India, of an India approximating to
European standards of culture, seems to have
never been long absent from Rammohun’s
mind; he did, however vaguely, claim in
advance for his countrymen the political
rights which progress in civilization inevitably
involves!” Collet further claims, "Rammohun
believed the Indian nation to be capable
of improvement and progress just like any
other civilized nation of the world. . . His
great admiration for the western civilization
was never blind or uncritical; it did not for a
moment destroy his faith in the potentialities
of his countrymen or the legitimate pride
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"

he took in the great heritage of India’s past
(Collet, 1988:246).

As Rammohun was a unique type
of Nationalist his special interest in the
international arena also set him apart from
others. C. A. Bayly has recently pointed out,
Roy "was the first Indian to represent the
growth of freedom in India as an essential part
of a wider transnational quest of humanity
for self realization". (Bayly, 2007). His standard
of evaluating any International event was
whether the people were granted enough
voice and freedom. The people of Naples
forced a constitution from the reluctant hands
of the rulers. They could not sustain it for long
in view of the opposition of neighbouring
autocratic rulers. But Rammohun did not lose
his optimism as he commented, “Enemies to
liberty and friends of despotism have never
been and never will be ultimately successful."
Rammohun had cosmopolitan sympathies
for contemporary popular struggles all
over the world. He welcomed the news of
the liberation of the Spanish ties of South
America from the tyranny of Spain. As it
has been told, he celebrated the occasion
by entertaining a number of his European
friends at a dinner party at his Calcutta
residence. He greatly admired the ideals of
the French Revolution, supported the cause
of the Greek War of Independence against
autocratic Turkish rule and was all along
an enthusiastic supporter of the Reform
Agitation in England (Collet, 1988:164-66).
He used to contextualise international
events for India. The American Revolution,
to him, was an example of what can happen
when people’s voices are not heard. Canada
provided a different example—it stayed
within the British dominion as its voice was
heard. Robertson has beautifully summarised
this situation, “The North American lesson
was not lost on India. Canada was the model
for Indians. Rammohun issued a prescient
warning. His Britannic Majesty had a clear
choice. He could rule his Indian subjects
justly and enjoy their undying loyalty and
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admiration like the Canadians or he could
have another revolution on his hands. A
generation later India revolted.” (Robertson,
1999:xxxv). Rammohun’s counseling had no
impact on British rule.

Commenting on this aspect of
Rammohun’s interest, Duttagupta writes
“with his thoroughbred international outlook,
Rammohun anticipated much of what in
modern sociological parlance is known as
the sociology of International Relations.
Liberty, peace and conflict resolution were
the keynote of Rammohun’s world view
(Duttagupta, 1972:60).

Championing the Cause of Women and
Propagating Gender Equity.

Rammohun Roy has been rightly
remembered as a life-long crusader against
the brutal and inhuman widow burning
system of the Hindus. While this is absolutely
true, Rammohun, in course of his polemical
writings against the supporters of the system,
advanced a number of reasons for women'’s
subjugated status in our society. The logic
forwarded by him and the tone and tenor
of his argument hardly distinguishes him
from a hard core Feminist of today. In that
sense, Rammohun was the first champion
of women'’s rights in our country. Widow
burning was the cause and effect of a number
of other social evils which was the result
of a wrong interpretation of Hinduism. So
Rammohun’s larger objective was to ponder
over how best their lot can be improved and
how to ameliorate their condition.

In a pamphlet entitled, ‘Brief Remarks
Regarding Modern Encroachments on the
Ancient Rights of Females according to the
Hindu Law of Inheritance, Rammohun had
shown how the practice of debarring women
from inheriting a part of their father’s property
was the result of deliberate distortion of
traditional Hindu law. The objective of this
writing, Rammohun mentions, is to show ‘the
interest and care’which our ancient legislators
took in the promotion of the comfort of

the female part of the community and to
compare the laws of female inheritance
which they enacted and which afforded that
sex the opportunity of enjoyment of life with
that which moderns and our contemporaries
have gradually introduced and established
.. " (Robertson 1999:147). In ancient Hindu
law, "the mother had an equal share with
her son in the property left by her deceased
husband, in order that she may spend
her remaining days independently of her
children." From this right of inheritance, the
modern Dayabhaga System of Law, deprives
women from property inheritance and
leaves her entirely dependent on her sons
and other male members. By contrast, in
areas where Mitakshara is prevalent, where
widows have only limited inheritance rights,
widow-burning is‘comparatively very rare! He
declares that the polygamy among Brahmins
is ‘directly contrary to the law given by the
ancientauthors! No wonder, S NTagore, while
commenting on this aspect of Rammohun,
says, “It will also appear from a study of this
tract that he was opposed to polygamy,
Kulinism and the practice of selling girls in
marriage" (Tagore 2001:95).

Rammohun has eloquently discussed the
domestic drudgeries to which women are
subjected to—unilaterally by men. Women
are recognised as a half of her husband—
sometimes, a‘better half' but‘they are treated
worse than inferior animals’ "For the woman
is employed to do the work of a slave in the
house, such as, in her turn, to clean the place
very early in the morning, whether cold or
wet, to scour the dishes, to wash the floor,
to cook night and day, to prepare and serve
food for her husband, father, and mother-in-
law, sister-in-law, brother-in-law and friends
and connections. . .. If in the preparation or
serving up of the rituals they commit the
smallest fault, what insult do they receive
from their husband, their mother-in-law
and the younger brother of their husband.”
(Robertson, 1999:145). Rammohun laments
that even after women are subjected to
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so much misery and deprivation, there is
no compassion for them among men and
that, even after that, after the death of their
husband, they are tied down and burnt to
death. He believed that a society is to be
judged not by percepts but by practices—by
the way it treats its most vulnerable members.
In protecting the rights of women, a just
society protects everyone.

The Banning of Satidaha System and Asiatic
Society Publication by R. C. Majumdar

If, for a single reason, Rammohun will ever
be remembered by Indians for his role as "a
moderniser, it is his active role in putting an
end to the cruel system of Satidaha. It caused
a flutter in the academic circle, when, R. C.
Majumdar, the famous historian, stated that
the chief credit for the abolition of cruel Sati
rite must be given to Lord William Bentinck
and not to Rammohun Roy."(Majumdar
1977:51). Majumdar cites two reasons for this
conclusion.

One was a letter written by Bentinck on 12
June, 1829 to Astell, Chairman of the Board
of Directors, East India Company before he
became the Governor General of India. He
wrote,“There can not be a man more anxious
for the abolition of that horrible rite than
myself. | do not believe that among the most
anxious advocates of that measure any one
of them could feel more deeply than | do,
the dreadful responsibility hanging over my
happiness in this world and the next, if, as the
Governor-general of India, | was to consent
to the continuance of that practice for one
minute longer. | determined therefore, before
| came to India that | would virtually take
up that matter and that | would come to an
early determination upon it Majumdar says
that this letter shows that anyway Bentinck
would have put an end to it. But while
this letter is true, objectively Rammohun's
role could never be denied. Referring to
this controversy, the Bengal Harkara, in an
editorial stated, “Let us not, therefore, offer
our exclusive praise and gratitude either to
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Rammohun Roy or to Lord William Bentinck.
The former would never have succeeded in
his patriotic and enlightened labours without
the cooperation of the latter nor would Lord
Bentinck have ventured on so desirable a
measure, if the minds of the natives had
not been prepared to abandon the worst
of superstitions by the unwearied labours
of their distinguished countrymen”(Tagore
2001: 93). While the premises of Majumdar
are true, his conclusions are wrong. It has
been rightly mentioned that before Lord
Bentinck finally enacted the law, he carefully
considered the likely reaction of the native
soldiers (the Sepoy Mutiny was only 30 years
away), the attitude of the Judiciary and the
attitude of the native population.

The second point, mentioned by Majumdar,
deserves more serious consideration.
Majumdar writes, "it was revelation to many
when | pointed out that Rammohun Roy,
when consulted by Bentinck, opposed the
idea of legislation prohibiting the sati rites."
It is true that Rammohun opposed the idea
of legislation initially. But it is also true that
when, after this legislation, the conservatives
led by Radhakanta Deb appealed to the
House of Commons for banning of this law,
Rammohun, in an anti-suttee petition to the
House of Commons said, "that this barbarous
and inhuman practice has been happily
abolished by the Government of the Right
Honourable Lord William Cavendish Bentinck,
who has thus conferred inestimable benefit
on the native population of India." When the
same petition was being heard by the Privy
Counciland when Rammohun came to know
that Lord Marquis of Lansdowne was going
to support the petition, Rammohun wrote
in an inimitable satire, “R. R. (Rammohun
Roy) will not fail to be present there to
witness personally the scene in which
an English Gentleman of highly liberal
education professing Christianity, is to pray
for the reestablishment of suicide and in
many instances, actual murder”(Robertson
1999:271).
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The three tracts which Rammohun wrote
for'conscientizing’the people about the evils
of satidaha deserves mention here. The first
one‘Translation of a Conference between an
Advocate forand an Opponent of the Practice
of Burning Widows Alive’ was translated in
English in 1818. The second on ‘A second
Conference between an Advocate for and
an Opponent of the Practice of Burning
Widows Alive' was written in 1820. The
third one, 'Brief Remarks Regarding Modern
Encroachments of the Ancient Rights of
Female'was writtenin 1922. In all these tracts,
Rammohun advocated for the abolition of
this cruel institution taking extensive help
from religious literature with the point of
view that this murderous system was a later
day deviation and that there is no support for
thisin the classical religious texts. Rammohun
was also instrumental in publishing Sambad
Kaumudi, a Bengali weekly in which also there
was a crusade against satidaha. All these
tracts and pamphlets were written originally
in Bengali. This came out of Rammohun’s
firm belief that the real root of the abolition
of a system lies in the mind of the people.
He wanted to awaken the people against
the system.

This was the reason why Rammohun
was initially hesitant about the success of a
coercive legal measure to put an end to the
system. As it has been said“Roy fought against
the practice of sati on three fronts. The first
and the most important was that of public
opinion. Roy, through writings, speeches,
agitation and discussion prepared the minds
of the people in the form of the abolition
of sati and explained how the practice had
no support in any of the religious texts and
hence governmental action in the matter
could not be an interference in religious
affairs”. The second front was influencing the

government to take some initiative in the
matter and the third was an enquiry into the
causes that provoke women to commit sati.
It was, as a result of the cumulative effort
of all these endeavours that the Bill against
satidaha was passed. It is also noteworthy to
mention that when Rammohun submitted
an anti-suttee petition before the House of
Commons against the initiative taken by
Radhakanta Deb and others to ban the Act,
he mentioned, among other arguments, that
“ the regulation prohibiting the practice has
been received with gratitude by many, while
the majority of the native population have
remained passive and acquiscent although
nearly a twelve month has elapsed since the
abolition took place”(Robertson 1999:167).
Rammohun’s credit lies in the fact that he
prepared the native mind against such cruel
rites and this was done with the help of
religion itself.
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Dr. B. C. Roy : A Great Teacher

Dr. Sankar Kumar Nath
Medical Science Secretary, The Asiatic Society

It was 1912. The place was Campbell
Medical School. Recently a young physician,
having come back from England with
two degress like MRCP(London) and FRCS
(England), joined this school as a teacher of
Anatomy and was getting a little over Rs. 330
a month as salary. Dr. Col. Anderson was the
Superintendent then. Later on Dr. Major Rait,
an IMS joined as Superintendent. On that very
day, Rait called upon our young physician
to his office. Now let us hear the dialogues
between these two persons :

Major Rait : What are the works you are doing
here?

Young physician : | have to take some didactic
lectures for the students and supervise the
dissection of the dead body to the students
as a demonstrator.

Majot Rait : | am afraid, you are being paid too
much for the work.

Of course, our young physician did not
keep quiet to this insulting remark from an
English.

Young physician replied : | really fail to
understand why a person who obtained
MRCP (Lond.), FRCS (Eng) and MD(Cal) should
get only Rs. 330 a month, while another (i. e.
Dr. Rait) who even failed in the Edinburgh
Fellowship, will get Rs. 1500 a month!

I do not see why such differentiation is made
in the profession. Perhaps the only reasoniis the
difference in the colour of the skin.

With this pinching words from a young
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physician, Dr. Rait became annoyed and said:
I am sending a note to you soon.

That was the end of the dialogue and Dr.
Rait bade goodbye.

This young doctor having esteemed
self-respect and patriotism was none other
than the Great Physician-Teacher Dr. Bidhan
Chandra Roy.

Calcutta Medical College

After coming back to Calcutta from
England in 1911, Dr. Roy wanted to be a
teacher at Calcutta Medical College and
for that matter he met Dr. Harris, his old
teacher at Medical College and prayed for
any teaching post there. Dr. Harris "bluntly
told him that he had nothing to offer him at
Calcutta".

However, after a course of discussion,
Dr. Roy was given a supernumerary job at
Calcutta Medical College. He worked here
over 6 months. The gazette notification of
this appointment was as below :

"No. 9435, dated Calcutta, the 25th July,
1911, —Third grade Civil Assistant Surgeon
Bidhan Chandra Roy, on return from leave,
is placed on supernumerary duty at the
Medical College Hospital, Calcutta, until
further orders, with effect from the 6th July,
1911."

This appointment letter was signed by
Col. Harris.

By this appointment, Dr. Roy was to teach
the constables of Calcutta Police in First Aid
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and the ambulance work. Simultaneously
he started 'a small tutorial class in Surgery,
because he really loved teaching.

After about six months' job here, Dr. Roy
got the opportunity to join at Campbell
Medical School in 1912.

Campbell Medical School

Dr. B. C. Roy, as already said, worked as
a teacher of Anatomy at Campbell Medical
School from 1912 to 1919; the appointment
notification was as below :

"No. 878 dated Calcutta, the 16th January,
1912— Third grade Civil Assistant Surgeon
Bidhan Chandra Roy is appointed to be
teacher of Anatomy, Campbell Medical
School, Calcutta, vice first grade Civil
Assistant Surgeon Jyotish Chandra Mustafi
transferred. "

This appointment letter was signed by Col.
G. F. A. Harris, MD, IMS, Inspector-General of
Civil Hospitals, Bengal.

Carmichael Medical College

This is the first non-official (non-
government) Medical College in India. At
the onset it was started with the name as
'Belgachia Medical College' and was opened
by Lord Carmichael on 5 July 1916.This college
was entirely manned and managed by Indians,
with the thoughts of patriotism behind.
Initially it was affiliated with the Calcutta
University upto first MB examination in 1914.

Now let us see the postings of Dr.B. C. Roy
chronologically in the service before joining
the Carmichael Medical College as Professor
of Medicine.

1. 21 November, 1906—Asstt. Surgeon, 3rd
grade on Supy. duty, Medical College
Hospital.

2. 11 December, 1906—Asstt. Surgeon, 3rd
grade, House Physician, Medical College
Hospital.

3. 16 December, 1908—Ditto, on Supy. duty,
ditto.

4. Extraordinary leave for 2 years 1 month and
27 days, from 9 May 1909 [Dr. Roy left for
England]

5. 6 July, 1911—Asstt. Surgeon Supy. duty,
Medical College Hospital.

6. 27 September, 1911—Ditto, Instructor to the
Calcutta Police in first aid to the injured and
ambulance work.

7. 13 December, 1911—Ditto, on Supy. duty,
Medical College Hospital.

8. 18 January, 1912—Ditto, and Teacher of
Anatomy, Campbell Medical School. ®

Here | must mention that almost all the
biographers of Dr. B. C. Roy wrote that after
returning from England Dr. Roy had been
attached with Medical College for nine
months and then joined Campbell Medical
School. But you can well see from his postings
mentioned above, it is not correct, rather the
duration was 6 months 12 days.

Iltwasin 1919, the question of affiliation of
the Final MB of Carmichael Medical College to
Calcutta University was raised automatically,
for which College faculty needed Dr. B. C.
Roy to join.

What happened next, is from K. P. Thomas'
book 'Dr. B. C. Roy:

"Bidhan remained in the Campbell Medical
School till 1919 and then suddenly resigned
his post to join Carmichael Medical College,
the present R. G. Kar Medical College. It was
an instantaneous decision and was taken in
the greater interest of the nation.

One day while driving in his car to College
Street through Bow Bazar, Dr. Roy was
stopped on the way by Dr. Mrigendra Lal Mitra
who came from the opposite direction. He
told Dr. Roy that the question of the affiliation
of the Carmichael Medical College was to be
decided within a few hours and the Syndicate
had refused to accept their selection of a
Professor of Medicine but would be willing to
sanction the affiliation if Dr. B. C. Roy became
the Professor of Medicine. Without a second's
thought Dr.Roy agreed, turned his car back to
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the Campbell Medical School and submitted
his resignation to the Superintendent, Col.
Leventon. The Superintendent hesitated to
accept it and suggested that Dr. Roy could,
instead, take nine months' leave which was
due to him and go to the Carmichael Medical
College. 'If after nine months, the College did
not progress, you could come back here} he
added. But Bidhan refused to take leave and
insisted on the acceptance of his resignation.
In an hour's time it was made known to the
Syndicate that Dr. B. C. Roy had agreed to be
the Professor of Medicine and the University
sanctioned the affiliation of the Carmichael
Medical College. "

It is noteworthy that since then Dr. B. C.
Roy had been the Professor of Medicine there
till his death.

"Here it must be mentioned that Carmichael

Medical College sprang out of the patriotic

enthusiasm of nationalist-minded doctors of

Bengal."”

So final MB affiliation was sanctioned in
1919.Simultaneously in the same year (1919),
the name of the College was changed from
Belgachia Medical College to Carmichael
Medical College. The Faculty of this College
was as below in 1920:

Principal : Dr. M. N. Banerjee (B. A, M. R. C. S.
(Lond.)

Prof. of Medicine : Dr. B. C. Roy (M. D., M.R.C. P,
F.R.C.S.)

Prof. Surgery : Dr. S. P. Sarbadhikari (B. A., M. D.)

Prof. Surgery : Dr. Mrigendralal Mitra (M. D., F. R.
C.S. (Edin))

Prof. Ophthalmic Surgery : Dr. M. N. Chatterjee
(M.B.)

Prof. Obstetrics and Gynecology : Dr. Kedarnath
Das (M.D.)

Prof. Zoology : Dr. Ekendranath Ghosh (M. Sc.,
M.D.)

Total number of teachers in the Faculty was

Thirty-five.8

What Dr. Roy did at Carmichael Medical
College from the beginning, is being quoted
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here from Thomas' book :

"One of the very first things that Dr. Roy
did on taking up the post of Professor of
Medicine in the Carmichael Medical College
was to put up a notice on the big board as a
motto for his students. It read :

'A heart that never hardens,

A temper that never tires,

A touch that never hurts.

From the outset Bidhan became very popular
with the students who were always eager to
attend his classes. One of his students, whoin
later life became an eminent doctor, confessed
to me that it was always a pleasure for him
and his fellow students to attend Bidhan's
classes and the most difficult problems in
Medicine were always explained to them in
his characteristic lucidity of language with an
extraordinary grasp on the subject. "

Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy was the Vice-
Chancellor of Calcutta University from 1942
to 1944.

A Few More Words

After independence, the Campbell
Medical School became Campbell Medical
College in 1948 and in 1950, the college was
renamed a Nilratan Sarkar Medical College.

In 1948, 12 May, Carmichael Medical
College was renamed as R. G. Kar Medical
College and Government of West Bengal took
over iton 12 January, 1958.
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Sir Ramakrishna Gopal Bhandarkar (1837-1925)

Shyam Sundar Bhattacharya
Philological Secretary, The Asiatic Society

Sir R. G. Bhandarkar was a doyen of
Oriental Research and Sanskrit Scholarship.
Besides a teacher and author, Bhandarkar was
a social reformer and an active member of

as Assistant Professor of Sanskrit at the
Elphinstone College, Bombay (1868 - 81).
He was the first Indian to be appointed as
Professor of Sanskrit in the Deccan College,

the 'Prarthana Samaj' In fact,
he was known in India more
as a social and religious
reformer than a scholar.
Through his researches he
advocated widow marriage
and castigated the evils of
the caste system and child
marriage.

Bhandarkar along with
noted social reformers
Vaman Abaji Modak and
Justice Ranade established
the Maharashtra Girls
Education Society In 1985.
It is worth-mentioning

Poona (1882). The Honorary
Ph. D. Degree was conferred
on him by the Gottingen
University in 1985 and LLD
by the University of Bombay.
He was appointed as Vice
Chancellor of the University
of Bombay (1893-95).

As educationist he was
a member of Viceroy's
Legislative Council in
1903 and represented the
University in the Bombay
Legislative Council during
1904-08. He was made a
C.I. E.in 1889. Bhandarkar

that this society was the
parent-body of the first native-run girls
high school in Poona. Subjects such as
English Literature, Arithmetic and Science
were included in the school curriculum
right from its inception.

Bhandarkar was born in a Saraswat
Brahmin family in Ratnagiri District on 6th
July, 1837 and completed his education
from the Elphinstone Institution at
Bombay. Mathematics was his favorite
subject. He started the serious study of the
Sanskrit language and literature when he
was appointed as Senior Fellow at Poona.
Bhandarkar was subsequently appointed

was knighted in 1911
(KCIE). He was elected as Honorary Member
of the Asiatic Society and Oriental Society
of Great Britain, Germany, France, Italy,
America and Russia.

He was involved in research and writing
throughout his life. Six volumes of his
Catalogues of Sanskrit Manuscripts will ever
remain a monument of his scholarly work. His
Wilson Philological Lectures (1877) and Early
History of the Deccan (1884) are still regarded
as authoritative. His 'Reports on the search of
Sanskrit Manuscripts'; constitute significant
contribution to the history of Sanskrit and
Jain literature and philosophy. 'Vaisnavism,
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Saivism and Minor Religious Systems' is his
last major publication.

Bhandarkar wrote an article on Haug's
translation of the 'Aitareya Brahmana' and
it attracted the attention of Weber who
republished itin the 'Indische Studien’ He was
apioneerin applying western methods to the
study of Sanskrit and Indian Antiquities, and
his works present the unique combination of
the Orient and the Occident. He participated
in the International Conference on Oriental
Studies held in London (1874) and Vienna
(1886) making invaluable contributions.

The Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute, Poona was formally inaugurated
on 6th July, 1917 in Poona and named
after Ramakrishna Gopal Bhandarkar, long
regarded as the founder of Indology in India
on the completion of his 80th year of birth.
The Institute is well known for its collection
of old Sanskrit and Prakrit manuscripts. He
presided over the First Oriental Conference
held at Poonain 1919.

In 1986 the Government of Bombay started
a Pan Indian manuscripts collection Project.
Scholars like George Biihler, R. G. Bhandarkar,
Kathavate and Ghate collected more than
17,000 important manuscripts under the
project. Finally, these were transferred to
Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute. The
most prized collection includes a paper-
manuscript of the Cikitsasarasangraha dated
1320.

Another long term project under the
auspices of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute which started in April, 1919, was
the preparation of a Critical Edition of
the Mahabharata. V. S. Sukhthankar was
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appointed as the general editor. The Critical
Edition was collected from 1259 manuscripts.
This edition in 19 volumes comprised the
critically constituted text of the 18 parvas
of the Mahabharata. An elaborate Critical
Apparatus and a Prolegomena on the
materials and methodology was written by
V. S. Sukhthankar.

It may be pertinent to mention here
that Devadatta Ramakrishna Bhandarkar
(1875-1950), worthy son of Ramakrishna
Gopal Bhandarkar was an officer in the
Archaeological Survey of India and joint editor
of the Indian Antiquary. Being convinced
with his scholarship, Sir Asutosh Mukherjee
persuaded him to join the University of
Calcutta and he joined the University in 1917
as Carmichael Professor of Ancient Indian
History and Culture. He made invaluable
contributions to epigraphy, numismatics,
ethnography and so on.
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Rabindranath Tagore’s
Legacy and Emergence
of Independent
Bangladesh

Indranil Sanyal
Director, North East Zone at National Council
of Science Museums (NCSM)

Tagore and the First Partition of Bengal
(1905)

Rabindranath Tagore was not only a
poet and a writer, he was also an intellectual
leader of India during his lifetime. During
the turbulent days of freedom struggle and
communal conflict, Tagore stood firm in
favour of secular and inclusive polity. There
were many secular leaders in Indiaamong the
nationalists, but Tagore was perhaps the only
national figure (and probably Subhash Bose
too) who was trusted by Hindus and Muslims
alike. Throughout his life, Tagore tried to forge
Hindu-Muslim unity in India.

Born in a Hindu-Brahmo family, Tagore
was not a typical Hindu, rather he felt in him
the confluence of several cultures, which
shaped his approach towards the communal
problem in India. Tagore himself described his
family as the product of “a confluence of three
cultures : Hindu, Mohammedan, and British”.
(Tagore 1961: pp 105).

According to Amartya Sen(Sen:
nobelprize. org),”Rabindranath’s grandfather,
Dwarkanath, was well known for hiscommand
of Arabic and Persian, and Rabindranath grew
up in a family atmosphere in which a deep
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knowledge of Sanskrit and ancient Hindu
texts was combined with an understanding of
Islamic traditions as well as Persian literature.
It is not so much that Rabindranath tried to
produce - or had an interest in producing - a
“synthesis” of the different religions (as the
great Moghul emperor Akbar tried hard to
achieve) as that his outlook was persistently
non-sectarian, and his writings - some
two hundred books - show the influence
of different parts of the Indian cultural
background as well as of the rest of the
world.”

Tagore, not an ultra-nationalist, rather
a humanist and an internationalist, was
nevertheless in the forefront of the movement
against the Partition of Bengal in 1905.
But he gradually distanced himself from
the movement as it was hijacked by the
revolutionary outfits like Anushilan Samiti
and Jugantar Dal. Many poor Muslims of
East Bengal supported the partition. The
agitators portrayed Muslims as traitors
and in places targeted them. “Tagore saw
the movement turning violent with the
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nationalists agitating against innocent
civilians who were indifferent to their cause,
and especially the Muslims who were in
favour of the partition for practical as well as
political reasons...". (Quayum 2006 : pp.33-52).

The mounting tension between Hindus
and Muslims resulted into violent communal
riots in eastern Bengal. According to historian
Sumit Sarkar, the early signs of Hindu-
Muslim tension was noticed in Birbhum,
Nadia and Jessore during 1906, but a
conflict was averted. The first riots broke
out in Mymensingh district in April-May
1906, followed next year by more serious
disturbances at Comilla (March 1907) and
other areas of Mymensingh (April-May 1907).
Sarkar further comments that the movement
began as a boycott of British goods, but soon
took a communal turn, fuelling extremism
and fanaticism in both the Hindu and Muslim
communities (Sarkar 1973: pp. 444-464).

Tagore protested vehemently and
could foresee the failure of the movement
as it alienated the majority population
(Muslims). Tagore wrote patriotic poems
("Banglar Mati, Banglar Jal!" . . .) and called
for Hindu-Muslim unity ("Bangaleer Ghare
Jato Bhai-Bon."...). "Amar Sonar Bangla" was
also composed during this period. Tagore
influenced other prominent intellectuals like
Bipin Chandra Pal, playwright Girish Chandra
Ghosh and a few newspapers who tried to
build a narrative of Hindu-Muslim combined
nationalism, but the opposition from the
extremists, suspicion among the Muslims
about Swadeshi and Boycott movement,
communal propaganda by Moulavis and the
Divide & Rule Policy of the British were among
the factors for the failure of such effort. (Sarkar
1973: pp. 418-444).

Tagore criticised the attitude of the high
caste Hindus towards Muslims whom they
considered as untouchables and blamed
Hindu zealots for alienation of Muslims from
the movements. But he hoped for a change
in heart among them. He portrayed the
character of an educated yet Hindu-nationalist

as the protagonist Gora (who was born of
Irish parents killed during the revolt of 1857
and was brought up in a Bengali Brahmin
family) in his famous novel Gora (1909). Gora
was initially a fanatic Hindu who considered
anybody who was not a Hindu as unpatriotic.
But some dramatic incidents opened up his
eyes and he realised and appreciated the
true meaning of nationalism, when towards
the end of the novel he discovered that his
claim of a Brahmin descent is rather incorrect,
he has actually an Irish ancestry, and being
of European origin, he is an outcast in the
Hindu society. Thus he realises, at the end of
the novel that “Today | am Bharatiya. Within
me there is no conflict between communities,
whether Hindu or Muslim or Christian. Today
all the castes of Bharat are my castes”. (Tagore
1909). Krishna Kripalani appreciates the novel
with the comments, “Gora is more than a
mere novel; ....... No other book gives so
masterly an analysis of the complex of Indian
social life with its teeming contradictions, or
of the character of Indian nationalism which
draws its roots from renascent Hinduism
and stretches out its arms towards universal
humanism." (Kripalani: 1971).

Tagore tried to repair the damage done
by the propaganda and activities of the
revolutionary groups and the anti-Muslim
rhetoric in the writings of Bankimchandra
Chattopadhyay, equating Indian Nationalism
with Hindu Revivalism, that created a deep
suspicion in the minds of the Bengali Muslims
about the real intention of the revolutionaries
and permanently fractured the unity between
Bengali Hindus and Muslims.Tagore was only
partly successful in repairing the damage
during his lifetime. (Khan 2017).

Tagore’s Association with Muslims and
Bangladesh

Tagore spent a considerable period of
his life in three estates of his family in the
North-Bengal : Shelaidaha (Kushthia), Patisar
(Natore) and Shahzadpur (Pabna), (Islam
1967: pp 258-69). Located on the bank of
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the river Padma (or its contributories) and
situated in the bountiful nature, the best of
Tagore's creative writings were composed
while Tagore spent his days on the boats on
the River Padmain these three estates. Tagore
first came to Shelaidaha in 1888, to Patisar
in 1892 and to Shahzadpur four years later.
In between he visited Rajshahi and Natore,
both in North Bengal, on many occasions.
Here he came across many Muslim tenant
families whose life-stories gave him enough
ingredient for thought.

Tagore visited the towns in the Muslim
majority East Bengal on number of occasions
and those visits brought him closer to Muslim
gentlemen, and gradually the attitude of the
Muslims towards Tagore underwent a positive
change. Tagore first visited East Bengal in
1898, when he travelled to Dhaka to Chair
the Bengal Provincial Convention. In 1909,
he again attended the Bengal Provincial
Convention in Chittagong, the port city in the
South East coast of Bengal and a prominent
centre of literature and culture since medieval
era.Ten years later, he travelled to Sylhet, then
a part of Assam, another important centre of
Bengali culture from as early as 14th century
CE, where he was accorded a civic reception
in the Town Hall by Khanbahadur Syed Abdul
Majid (later on, a Minister of Assam). In 1926,
on the invitation of the University of Dhaka,
Tagore visited Dhaka for the second time. He
spent a considerable period on the Burge on
the river as a guest of the Nawab of Dhaka.
The students of the Sir Salimullah Muslim Hall
felicitated Tagore. The welcome address was
written by Professor Abul Hussain and was
read out by Sultan Uddin Ahmed, a leader
of the students’ union. He was also accorded
many public receptions during this visit, which
includes one at Sadarghat Coronation Park by
Hindu-Mussalman Sevak Samiti. Tagore’s
visit to Dhaka brought him closer to Muslim
students and intellectuals, and their contact
with Tagore lasted till his death. From Dhaka,
Tagore travelled to Mymensingh and Comilla,
before his return to Santiniketan. Tagore’s last
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visit to Eastern Bengal was in 1937. During
that time, the size of the educated Muslim
community in the East Bengal was small.
Nevertheless, they exchanged ideas and
Muslim gentlemen found in him an ideal icon
of Bengali nationalism and Hindu-Muslim
unity and as a result, Muslim middle class
started sending their children to Santiniketan
(for example, Syed Mujtaba Ali, the famous
writer, graduated from Santiniketan in 1920s
and later became an authority on Tagore),
(Islam 1967: pp 258-69).

The attitude of the Muslims towards
Tagore was generally mixed, some accusing
him of idolatry, communalism and of being
totally indifferent in depicting the pictures of
a neighbouring society, i. e. Bengali Muslims,
(Igbal 2010). On his being awarded Nobel
Prize, the monthly magazine Mohammadi (a
hard-core Islamist one) commented that the
poems of Gitanjali were inferior to even the
poems of second grade poets in Persian or
Arabic. This was, however, countered by Kazi
Abdul Wadud (renowned writer and literary
critique), Abul Fazal (noted scholar and writer)
and Prabhat Kumar Mukhopadhyay, the
biographer of Tagore. Abul Fazal thought that
no Muslim poet could have written poems
like Shahjahan and Tajmahal, as Tagore has
written, (Fazal 2013: pp. 49-55). As early as in
1914, Ekramuddin wrote “Rabindra Pratibha”.
In 1922, poet Golam Mostafa became the first
Muslim poet to dedicate a poetry book to
Tagore, (Igbal 2010). It is interesting to know
that Golam Mostafa, a school teacher by
profession, wrote some of the finest poems
for children in Bengali. A line from his poem
titled Kishore (Ghumiye achhe shishur pitaa
sab shishuri antare: Every child is a potential
father of a child) has become a proverb
in Bengali. Politically, he was a hard-line
Muslim Leaguer and opposed the Language
Movement of 1952 for which he was strongly
condemned by nationalist intellectuals of
East Pakistan. Despite his political belief,
such a poet had no hesitation in expressing
his respect for Tagore. Golam Mostafa wrote
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a very valuable article titled 'Islam and
Rabindranath' where he commented that
it is through Gitanjali only the Prophet’s
message of love has been correctly expressed.
Tagore himself appreciated the article.
Golam Mostafa also wrote another article on
Tagore, namely 'Mysticism of Rabindranath'
in Bengali, (Igbal 2010).

Contrary to the claim by Dutta & Robinson
(Dutta and Robinson 2001) that “Tagore
had little intellectual contact with Islam
and educated Muslims”, there were many
ardent followers of Rabindranath among
Muslim intellectuals of that period. They
were in constant touch with Tagore through
correspondences. Prominent among them
were Kazi Abdul Wadud, Humayun Kabir (an
academician and later, a cabinet minister in
Nehru cabinet), Jasimuddin (famous poet),
Muhammad Shahidullah (internationally
renowned linguist), Abul Fazal, Rezaul Karim
(journalist), M A Azam, Altaf Chowdhury,
Bande Ali Mian (journalist), Shamsunnahar
(Editor of the magazine Bulbul), Abdul Kadir
(poet), Sufia Hossain (later Sufia Kamal, the
renowned social worker and freedom fighter),
Jebunnesa and many more. Professor Bhuiyan
Igbal has compiled an exhaustive list of
correspondences betweenTagore and Muslim
intellectuals. From his compilation(Igbal
2010), we find that though most of these
letters were about the literary works, either
by Tagore himself or by the Muslim writers
who wrote to Tagore, the largest numbers
being between Tagore and Kazi Abdul Wadud,
Tagore wrote several letters to Mainuddin,
Abul Fazal, Muhammad Shahidullah, MA
Azam and Altaf Chowdhury regarding
indiscriminate use of Arabic and Persian
loanwords in Bengali, to Shamsunnahar, Kazi
Abdul Wadud, Abul Mansur ElahiBux, Kazi
Ahmad, Lokman Khan Shirwani and Altaf
Chowdhury regarding communal conflict
and Hindu-Muslim unity, to Sir Azizul Haque
(Education Minister of Bengal) regarding the
education system in Bengal, to Bande Ali Mian
regarding use of regional dialects in Bengali

literature and so on. Among the politicians,
A K Fazlul Haque (Premier of Bengal) and
Khwaja Nazimuddin (Home Minister and later,
Premier of Bengal) were in touch with Tagore.
Tagore wrote literary criticisms and forewords
of many books written by Muslim authors and
even sent message to the Prophet issue of
the magazine Peshwa published by the Jama
Masjid of Delhi in February 1936, (Igbal 2010).

Tagore also influenced the secular poet
Sheikh Fazlul Karim (1882-1936) of Rangpur,
who wrote proverbial “Kothay swarga, kothay
narak, ke bale ta bohudur.... . ”(Where is the
Heaven, where is the Hell? Who says they are
far off? ...), Ahmed 2014).

Not only the Bengali Muslims, Muslim
gentlemen from other provinces as well
as from the Muslim countries like Iran, Iraq
or Egypt - wherever Tagore visited, were
overwhelmed by his humanism and his great
respect for Sufism. In 1927 Tagore introduced
a Chair of Islamic Studies at the Visva-Bharati
with a donation of one lakh rupees from the
Nizam of Hyderabad. Osmania University
later conferred honorary doctorate to Tagore.
M A Jinnah, another admirer of Tagore, read
out Tagore’s message to the first anniversary
of Jallianwalla Bagh massacre organised by
Congress in Mumbai. In 1933, Shah of Iran
sent renowned Persian Scholar Aga Dawood
to Santiniketan as a professor of Persian
Language and Culture. In 1926, when Tagore
visited Egypt, he was felicitated with Royal
reception. Subsequently, Ahmed Fuad Pasha
(Fuad 1), King of Egypt, sent large numbers
of Arabic books to Santiniketan, (Fazal 2013:
pp. 49-55).

Tagore’s affectionate mentoring of
Bengal’s “Rebel Poet” Kazi Nazrul Islam is
well known, despite their differences of
opinion on many issues. In 1920s, Kazi
Nazrul Islam ushered in a new literary style
in poetry outside the influence of Tagore and
inspired a large number of young poets who
initiated the literary movements centred on
little magazines like Pragati, Kallol or Kali-
Kalam. Tagore, however, welcomed such
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revolution. He had particular affection for
Nazrul whom he dedicated his play '‘Basanta)
appreciated Nazrul's Dhumketu and sent
telegram to Nazrul when Nazrul's health
deteriorated while he was in jail. One of the
major characteristics of Nazrul's writings is
the use of unusually high numbers of Arabic
and Persian loanwords, often unknown to
common Bengali readers, but sometimes
used by Bengali Muslims in their intra-family
or intra-community communications. Many
liked this style, but Tagore disapproved this,
but allowed use of commonly understood
loanwords. For example, Nazrul used 'Khoon'
in the sense of blood (as in Hindi), but in
Bengali 'Khoon-Kharabi' is used in the sense
of murder and mayhem. Nazrul had his own
logic of using such words as he felt that in
places they enhanced the poetic quality of
his language, but was unhappy and sad with
Tagore's criticism and there was a temporary
misunderstanding, but he remained an
admirer of Tagore till the end. Why did Tagore
oppose excessive use of Arabic-Persian
loanwords in Bengali? Anisuzzaman thought
(Igbal 2010) that probably a suspicion was
growing in Tagore’s mind that with the
increasing communal divide between Hindus
and Muslims, there might be a division in the
language too on communal line. This would
have been unbearable for the greatest writer
in the Bengali language, who throughout his
life tried to dispel animosity between Hindus
and Muslims. Fortunately, the partition of the
language never took place, at least in the
formal use of the Bengali language. Today,
even in Bangladesh, the formal language is
the same as thatis used in West Bengal. (Talib
1984, Igbal 2010).

Philosophically, Tagore was attracted
towards the mystic Sufism of Islam. Islam
propagated in Bengal not through forcible
conversion, but through the preaching
of Sufi saints. Sufism in Bengal borrowed
many ideals from Buddhist Sahajiya Cult
and Gaudiya Vaishnavism; as a result, in the
medieval Bengal, Sufism developed into a
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syncretic culture. Many Muslim poets like Ali
Reza, Kamar Ali or Syed Martuja wrote quality
Vaishnava Padavalis and preached a syncretic
religion. The most famous of them was Lalon
Fakir (1774-1890) of Kushtia. Lalon lived a
very long life and Tagore was able to meet
him personally. It was Tagore who brought
Lalon in the limelight and popularised his
songs. Another mystic poet and Tagore’s
contemporary was Hason Raja (1854-1922)
of Sylhet, whose philosophy attracted Tagore.
During a lecture at Oxford in 1930, Tagore
described Hason Raja as 'The man of my
heart}, and drew the global attention towards
the secular, syncretic culture of medieval
Bengal.

Politically, Tagore was very sensitive to the
feelings of Muslims in India. When in 1937,
Nehru, as the Congress President, sought his
opinion on whether Vande Mataram could
be India’s national anthem, Tagore replied
in negative as it contained some lines which
might hurt the Muslims. Tagore expressed
unequivocally that Muslims in India should be
treated on equal footing by the Hindus for the
unity and prosperity of India. He expressed his
own opinion through the words of Nikhil, the
hero of the novel Ghare-Baire (The Home and
the World,1916), “If the idea of a united India
isatrue one, Mussulmans are a necessary part
of it (Tagore 1916).

Language Movement in East Bengal

After 1947, when the Language Movement,
for the recognition of Bengali as one of the
state languages of Pakistan, intensified in
East Pakistan, the Muslims in Bengal found in
Tagore a rallying point against Punjabi/Urdu
domination in Bengal.

Immediately after the formation of
Pakistan, as proposed by Sir Ziauddin
Ahmed, the Vice-Chancellor of Aligarh
Muslim University and an ideologue of
the Muslim League, the central leaders of
Pakistan declared that Urdu, a language of
north-India, would be the state language
of Pakistan. The students and intellectuals
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of East Pakistan, however, demanded that
Bangla be made one of the state languages.
A series of protests erupted in East Bengal.
The first movement on this issue was
mobilised by Tamaddun Majlish. Gradually
many other non-communal and progressive
organisations joined the movement. (Manjur
1996: pp. 17-80).

As the education minister of Pakistan,
Fazlur Rahman was adamant in making
Urdu the only state language, agitated
students in East Pakistan held a meeting
in Dhaka University on 6 December 1947,
demanding that Bangla be made one of the
state languages of Pakistan. Towards the end
of December, the first Rastrabhasa Sangram
Parishad (State-Language Action Committee)
was formed.

Leading Bengali scholars argued why
Urdu should not be the only state language.
The writer Abul Mansur Ahmed said if
Urdu became the only state language,
the educated society of East Bengal
would become ‘illiterate’ and ‘ineligible’ for
government jobs. In the ongoing session of
the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan in the
early 1948 at Karachi, Dhirendranath Datta,
of Pakistan National Congress, proposed
legislation in the Constituent Assembly of
Pakistan to allow members to speakin Bengali
and authorise its use for official purposes. It
was argued by Datta that out of 69 million
people of Pakistan, 44 million spoke Bengali.
Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khanand the
Muslim League denounced the proposal asan
attempt to divide the Pakistani people, thus
the legislation was defeated. Chief Minister
of East Bengal Khwaja Nazimuddin also
opposed the move to make Bengali a state
language. (Manjur 1996: pp. 17-80).

On receiving the news that the motion
had beenrejected, students, intellectuals and
politicians of East Pakistan became agitated.
Newspapers such as the Azad also criticised
the decision. A new committee to fight for
Bangla as the state language was formed with
Shamsul Huq as convener.On March 11,1948

ageneral strike was observed in East Pakistan
in protest against the omission of Bangla from
the languages of the Constituent Assembly
and the use of only Urdu in recruitment tests
for central government jobs. (Manjur 1996:
pp. 17-80)

Amid all these tensions, Muhammed Ali
Jinnah, the Governor General of Pakistan,
came to visit East Pakistan on 19 March. He
addressed two meetings in Dhaka, in both
of which he ignored the popular demand
for Bangla. He reiterated that Urdu would be
the only state language of Pakistan, (Al-Helal
2015).

This provided further fuel to the fire
that already engulfed the East Pakistan.
The language movement continued to gain
momentum for next four years or so. Muslim
league became extremely unpopular and
suffered a split and in 1949, Awami Muslim
League was formed under the leadership
of Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, a
much respected mass leader. Subsequently,
the word Muslim was dropped and the party
came to be known as Awami League. The
leadership of the movement was still in the
hands of the students, but political parties
and social organisations also joined hands,
(Manjur 1996: pp. 17-80).

OnJanuary 27,1952, Khwaja Nazimuddin,
then Prime Minister of Pakistan, declared that
the people of East Pakistan could decide what
would be the provincial language, but only
Urdu would be the state language of Pakistan.
Obviously, the proposal was rejected by the
students and the intellectuals alike.

A strike was observed at Dhaka University
on 30 January. The representatives of
various political and cultural organisations
held a meeting on 31 January and the All
party Central Language Action Committee
decided to call a state-wide Hartal (general
strike) and organise demonstrations and
processions on February 21. On the morning
of February 21, thousands of students
gathered at Dhaka University defying
Section-144 that had been imposed from
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the previous day, and marched towards the
Assembly House. Police tried to stop them
and when the students started throwing
stones to the police and the situation went
out of control, fired upon them. Three youths
namely Rafique, Jabbar and Barkat died on
the spot. Salam and Ohidul (a nine-year-old
boy) died in the hospital. On 22 February,
public assembled to perform the last rites
of the dead and brought out a mourning
procession, which was attacked by the
police and the army. Many were injured
and arrested. On February 23, at the spot
where students had been killed, a temporary
memorial was erected by the public. (Manjur
1996: pp. 17-80)

The language movement continued till
1956, when it was able to force the Pakistan
Government in adopting Bangla as an official
language of Pakistan. The movement finally
achieved its goal, but the struggle continued.

In 1953, Awami League was reorganised
with Moulana Bhashani as the President
and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as the General
Secretary. In 1954, the first General Election
was held in Pakistan in which a United Front
consisting of Awami League, Krishak Praja
Party (of AKFazlul Hug) and two smaller parties
won the provincial election of East Bengal and
formed the government with A K Fazlul Huqg
as the Chief Minister. However, the rulers of
Pakistan failed to honour this democratic
verdict and within months of assuming power,
the newly elected government was dismissed
by Governor General Ghulam Muhammad,
upon accusations against A K Fazlul Huqg of
attempting secession. (Manjur 1996: pp. 17-80)

By this time, the people of East Pakistan
started realising that they had made a terrible
mistake by agreeing to form Pakistan with
Punjabis and others, which turned out to
be an undemocratic state dominated by
Army, Bureaucracy and Landlords from
West Pakistan. The Bengali people were not
only ethnically and politically subjugated
but were also economically exploited. In
the 1960s, economic disparities between
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East and West increased substantially. Jute,
grown in East Pakistan, was the main foreign
exchange earner, but the earning was spent
for the development of West Pakistan. In the
1960s, while Pakistan was constructing its
new capital at Islamabad and Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman first visited the site, he remarked, I
smell the jute fields of Chittagong", referring
to the fact that while development in East
Pakistan was limited, extravagant amounts
were being spent on the new capital, (The
Express Tribune, Karachi, June 5, 2012). The
honeymoon between the East and West
Pakistan was over.

From Tagore Centenary (1961) to the Final
Showdown (1971)

The real achievement of the Language
Movementwas much more thanitsimmediate
one:The Muslim Bengalis of East Bengal, who
were at the forefront of Pakistan movement
a few years ago, discovered a new identity
for themselves. More than being Muslims,
they were ethnic Bengalis, just like Bengali
Hindus, and they have nothing in common
with the people of West Pakistan. The noted
scholar Muhammad Shahidullah puts it like
thisin 1948:“It may be true that we are either
Hindus or Muslims, but it is also equally true
that we are all Bengalis. It is not an ideological
statement, but based on reality. Nature has
imprinted the characteristic Bengali features
in our physical appearance, language and
culture in such a way that they cannot be
hidden behind Hindu or Muslim attires”,
(Manjur 1996: pp. 17-80).

Moreover, when the leadership of the
movement gradually passed on from
orthodox Tamaddun Majlish to the left
leaning educated middle class, they and their
political backers like Awami League, Pakistan
National Congress and the Communist Party
felt a need to rediscover a national identity
for Bengali speaking people of East Bengal,
particularly, the Bengali Muslims of the East
Bengal. And here came the importance of
Rabindranath Tagore. The Bengali Muslims
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needed a rallying point, an embodiment of
secular Bengali culture who was intimately
connected to East Bengal, which they
conveniently found in Rabindranath Tagore.
Tagore, however, was not an unknown figure
in East Bengal and its Muslim population.The
old guards, who came close to Tagore, were
still strongly under his cultural influence.
Poems, short stories and novels by Tagore
continued to dominate the textbooks from
school to university level and singing Tagore
song was a popular pastime for both Bengali
Hindus and Muslims. Therefore, the leftist
intellectuals of East Bengal built a powerful
narrative of cultural nationalism around the
legacy of Tagore with their ultimate goal of
establishing a socialist, secular state of the
Bengali people.

The leadership of East Bengal, particularly
Hugq, Bhashani and Mujib, who were primarily
leaders of Muslim peasants, found this new
narrative attractive and useful for their
political goal and decided to patronise it.
However, the politics in East Bengal (and in
Pakistan in general) during the post-1954
dismissal of Hug ministry was a chaotic one
and Awami League suffered splits. Bhashani,
with his pro-China comrades, left Awami
League and formed NAP (National Awami
Party) in 1958. Huq died in 1962, followed by
Suhrawardy in 1963. It was, therefore, left to
Mujib and the leftists within Awami League
to carry forward Tagore's legacy. In 1964, the
massive anti-Hindu riot prompted Mujib
to distance himself from other opposition
parties with doubtful secular credentials
and reorganise Awami League, (Mitra 1996:
pp 103-17).

The celebration of the Birth Centenary
of Tagore in 1961 brought the Bengali
intellectuals in face to face confrontation
with the government of Pakistan. Pakistan
government, whose policies centred on anti-
India and anti-Hindu rhetoric, considered
Tagore's legacy as un-Islamic and discouraged
celebration of Tagore centenary. The
government was also planning to ban Tagore

song in radio and television. A systematic
attack on Tagore’s legacy was launched by
the pro-government intellectuals and some
communal newspapers like Azad, calling
Tagore a Hindu, anti-Muslim and anti-Pakistan
poet. Many Bengali intellectuals, who had
earlier joined pro-government Pakistan
Writers Guild, could not get along with
the government on Tagore issue. In 1961
Chhayanaut was established in Dhaka to
practise and preserve the cultural heritage of
the Bengalis, especially the culture of music
and dance. Almost all top intellectuals were
associated with it. Chhayanaut encountered
many obstacles from government of the
time, because music and dance, especially of
secular genre, were considered un-Islamic by
the Pakistani regime. Government particularly
discouraged Rabindra Sangeet. Under this
circumstances, Chhayanaut resolved to
celebrate Tagore centenary in a big way
despite stiff official obstacles, and it was
indeed celebrated, (Mitra 1996: pp 103-17),
(Hye 2014).

It was the difficult time of military regime
of Field Marshall Md. Ayub Khan in Pakistan.
The Ayub government considered all these
to be a part of the conspiracy by “Hindus,
Communists and Tagorists”. On June 23,
1967, a news broke out that on June 22, 1967,
Khawaja Shahabuddin, the Information &
Broadcasting Minister of Pakistan, issued
a statement in the Parliament about
government’s decision to gradually eliminate
Tagore songs from government media.
Next day, nineteen prominent intellectuals
of East Pakistan issued a strong statement
urging the government to refrain from such
mindless action. The statement (both in
Bengali and English) has been reproduced in
the book titled Rabindranath, 1967 (Edited by
Anisuzzaman). The text reads like this:

“Our attention has been drawn towards a
news item published in a local daily of June
23, 1967. It discloses an official decision of
gradual elimination of Tagore songs from
Broadcasting. This we consider as very
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unfortunate. The enrichmentTagore brought
to the Bengali language by his literary
creations, the refinement his songs brought
to our sensibility, make him an integral part of
the cultural existence of the Bengali-speaking
Pakistanis. In framing of our Broadcasting
policy the significance of this fact should be
respected,’ (Anisuzzaman 1967), (Mitra 1996:
pp 103-17).

In the same year, a commemorative
volume titled Rabindranath was published
by the leading intellectuals. The volume was
formally released next year. It was edited by
Anisuzzaman and contained valuable articles
from thirty scholars, many of whom were
subsequently killed by the Pak invaders or
their associates in 1971.

Meanwhile, after the defeat of Pakistan
in 1965 war against India, Mujib was worried
about the security of East Pakistan against a
possible attack by India. At the opposition
parties’ meet at Lahore in early 1966, Mujib
put forward his famous Six-point Programme
which proposed much greater autonomy
for East Pakistan. The opposition leaders
of West Pakistan considered Mujib's Six-
point Programme as a strategy to break
Pakistan and rejected it outright. The Ayub
government also labelled Sheikh Mujib as a
separatist and instituting Agartala Conspiracy
Case, arrested him, (Halim 1996: pp 151-176).

When Mujib was in jail, a new militant
movement under the leadership of leftists
built up. New slogans like “Bangali Jago—
Awake Bengalis!’, “Bir Bangali Astra Dharo,
Bangladesh Swadhin Karo—Brave Bengalis,
take up arms and liberate Bangladesh!’,“Tomar
Desh, Amar Desh, Bangladesh, Bangladesh Your
Desh (Motherland), My Desh, Bangladesh,
Bangladesh” and “Jai Bangla—Victory to
Bangla!” were coined. In 1968, Left politicians
and students published a “Programme for
Independent Republic of Purba Bangla”.
Towards the end of 1968, the situation
became explosive and in the beginning of
1969, it took the shape of a mass upsurge.
Under tremendous public pressure, Mujib was
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released in February 1969. In the next month,
Ayub Khan resigned and handed over power
to Gen. Yahya Khan, who imposed Martial
Law and promised general election by the
subsequent year (Halim 1996: pp 151-176).

The Awami League sought public mandate
in favour of the Six-point Programme in the
general elections of 1970. On November
12, 1970, a huge cyclone devastated East
Pakistan’s coastal districts, and victims
received little help from the government.
Mujib lashed out the Pakistan Government
for their indifference to the cyclone victims.
Mujib, however, was not an extremist and
did not favour immediate secession from
Pakistan. But he was upset with the Pak
government’s response to cyclone victims.
On his return from cyclone-hit areas, Mujib
declared, “East Pakistan must achieve self-
rule by ballot if possible, and by bullet, if
necessary”, (Luden 2003), (Gupta 1996: pp
177-205).

General elections were held in Pakistan on
December 7, 1970 to elect members of the
National Assembly. It was the first election
held on the basis of a joint electorate. Voting
took place in 300 constituencies, of which
162 were in East Pakistan and 138 in West
Pakistan. In the provincial election, Awami
League won 288 seats out of 300. In East
Pakistan, the followers of Bhashani boycotted
the election with the slogans like “Voter aage
bhat chai, Voter baxe lathi maro—We want
food before the election, Kick the ballot
box". Despite the boycott, Sheikh Mujib-led
Awami League won the majority with 160
seats out of 300 in the national election, and
received the absolute mandate in favour of
his Six-point. In East Pakistan, Awami League
received 73% popular vote. Z A Bhutto’s
Pakistan People’s Party came second with
81 seats. But Bhutto refused to join the
session of the National Assembly scheduled
to be held on March 3, 1971 at Dhaka
unless a settlement was reached between
the two leaders beforehand regarding
the withdrawal of Six-point Programme.
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On March 7, Mujib delivered the historic
speech at the Race Course Maidan, Dhaka.
His speech is often quoted as just short of
a Unilateral Declaration of Independence
("Ebarer sangram muktir sangram, ebarer
sangram swadhinatar sangram"—This time
the struggle is for Liberation, this time the
struggle is for Independence). When all
subsequent dialogue failed to produce any
positive result, Mujib was arrested and the
army crackdown (Operation Searchlight)
began on March 25 that finally sealed the fate
of Pakistan (Gupta 1996: pp 177-205).

Tagore in Independent Bangladesh

After a nine-month of the bloodiest
struggle and with a sacrifice of three
million lives, Bangladesh was finally able to
break the Pakistani shackle on December
16, 1971. Sheikh Mujib was released from
the jail in Pakistan to return to Dhaka via
London. When on February 6, 1972, Mujib
addressed a million people at Kolkata’s
Brigade Parade Ground, he concluded the
address with quotations from Tagore. It is
true that Tagore’s legacy did not provide
a revolutionary impetus to the liberation
movement of Bangladesh, but surely
gave Bengalis a cultural pride and helped
secular consolidation in Awami League.
Awami League, despite the presence of
the towering personality of Sheikh Mujib,
was a divided house. One leftist group, led
by Tajuddin Ahmed and supported by CPI,
was the true Tagorists in Awami League.The
other leftist group led by Sirajul Alam Khan
was closer to Mujib and his constituency
of Muslim peasants, rather than to the
leftist intellectuals. Mujib himself stood
somewhere in between. He knew that the
East Bengal of Mujib was very different from
the East Bengal of Tagore, but he could not
ignore the contributions of Tagorists to the
liberation movement. The new constitution
of Bangladesh, based on the principles of
Nationalism, Democracy, Secularism and
Socialism and which adopted "Amar Sonar

Bangla" as its national anthem, largely
reflects the Tagorian ideology.

The situation changed after the brutal
killing of Sheikh Mujib in 1975. The new
dispensation, led by General Zia-Ur Rahman
tried to construct an alternative narrative
of Bangladeshi Nationalism, as opposed
to Bengali Nationalism of the liberation
movement. The justification of choosing
"Amar Sonar Bangla" as the national anthem
was questioned, but even this pro-Pakistan
regime could not garner much support to
dump Tagore.

During the rule of General H M Ershad, the
constitution of Bangladesh suffered a setback,
when Islam was made the state religion.
The celebration of 150" birth anniversary
of Bankimchandra Chattopadhyay in 1988
at Dhaka University was criticised by the
government.

From 1988, the Chhayanaut started
celebrating Pahela Baishakh every year
and takes out a large procession. In 2015,
Government of India honoured Chhayanaut
with Tagore Award for Cultural Harmony.
Tagore was rehabilitated in a big way by
the Bangladesh Government after Sheikh
Hasina's Awami League returned to power
in 2008. Tagore’s memorials (like Kuthibari at
Shelaidaha) have been maintained well and
in 2017, Rabindra Visvavidyalay was set up in
Shahzadpur.

Itis pertinent here to say a few words about
"Amar Sonar Bangla". Originally proposed by
Chhayanaut in 1969 as a symbol of Bengali
cultural nationalism and a potential candidate
for the national anthem of the “would be”
independent nation, its sentimental appeal
and popularity continued to increase among
the intelligentsia and the political parties
as the Pakistani oppression became severe
and more severe. Initially, Chhayanaut also
considered a few other songs (two songs
by D L Roy), but finally zeroed in on "Amar
Sonar Bangla". "Amar Sonar Bangla" had
essentially its origin in rural East Bengal. The
original score was written by Gagan Harkara,
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a disciple of Lalon Fakir of Kushthia. Tagore
set it to music with his own lyrics in 1906 and
it became very popular. But with the decline
of regional nationalism from the 1920s, this
song went out of currency until its revival
on the eve of Bangladesh war of liberation.
By 1971, political and students’ meetings of
Awami League used to open with the singing
of this song.The 7th March address of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman at the Racecourse Maidan
in Dhaka was preceded by this song. "Amar
Sonar Bangla" became an informal anthem
long before the independence of Bangladesh.
Less than a month after the war started, the
Bangladesh government in exile adopted
the song as the national anthem and it
was frequently aired through Swadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra. The formal decision
to adopt Rabindranath’s composition as the
nationalanthemin 1972 was very natural and
uncontested, (Farooq 2014). The Constitution
of Bangladesh (Article 4. 1) adopted the first
ten lines of the song as the national anthem
of Bangladesh.

In May 2018, Hon’ble Prime Minister of
India, Shri Narendra Modi, along with Hon’ble
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina of Bangladesh,
inaugurated the Bangladesh Bhavan at Visva
Bharati University. The Bangladesh Bhavan
is a symbol of the cultural ties between the
two countries. It features a museum that
showcases Rabindranath Tagore’s association
with Bangladesh, the liberation war of
Bangladesh and Indo-Banglarelations. It was
fully funded by the Bangladesh government.

Tagore still dominates the cultural
sphere of the educated middle class of
Bangladesh despite occasional furore from
the fundamentalists (Khan 2017). “Repeated
governmental attempts to undermine
Rabindranath Tagore’s influence in East
Pakistan (eastern Bengal) met with vigorous
resistance by those who respected him as
the supreme exponent of Bengali language
and culture. During the Bangladesh liberation
struggle of 1971, the songs of Tagore inspired
Bengalis, regardless of religio-communal
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diversity. Since then, those in Bangladesh
committed to a secular approach to
culture and politics continue to revere
Tagore (though some have reservations
on ideological grounds). Responses to him
by those committed to a more Islamist
approach to culture and politics range
from cautious respect to renewed efforts to
undermine his influence in the face of his
continuing popularity,” (Anisuzzaman 2008:
pp. 1058-1069).

Despite this, the controversy on Tagore
continues in independent Bangladesh.
Recently, under pressure from a right-wing
Islamist outfit Hefazat-e-Islam, Shaikh Hasina
government was forced to remove Tagore’s
writings from school text books. The future
of Tagore’s legacy in Bangladesh appears to
be uncertain!
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| think many of us remember a childhood
riddle. A lotus (or any other flower) is growing
in a pot. Everyday it grows to double its size
the previous day. It takes ten days to fill up the
pot. How many days did it take to fill half the
pot? We have the natural tendency of saying
five days, since a uniform growth is something
that is always preferred at the back of our
minds. But that is not correct; the correct
answer is of course, nine days. Similarly, it
grows to one-fourth of the pot in eight days,
one-eighth in seven days, one-sixteenth in six
days, and only one-thirty-second in five days.
Itis a different kind of growth with a fanciful
name of exponential growth.

As we can have exponential growths
we can have exponential decays, too. Let us
think of a colony of bacteria filling up a Petri
dish in some medical lab, and antibiotic is
added to the dish. Let the drug kill half the
bacteria in one hour, half of the remaining
colony (making up one-fourth of the colony)
in the next hour, and so on. The first thing
to notice is that the entire behaviour of the
colony with time is decided by the time it
takes to halve any population, called the
half-life of the population. The second funny
thing is that though it reduces very rapidly
at first yet this reduction becomes slow very
soon and the population never turns to zero.
Mathematically, it becomes zero at infinite
timel!

There is something more interesting and
definitely more useful about this behaviour.
If we know the initial amount or count of
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bacteria (the whole Petri dish here) and the
amount remaining any time later, then we
can find out the fraction remaining, say one-
sixty-fourths, and if we know the half-life (one
hour) then we can say that the dish was full
six hours ago.The colony at any instant carries
with it the date-stamp of its origin provided
we know the original amount and the half-life.

Any living thing carries in its body such a
date-stamp that gets switched on wheniits life
comes to an end and the smallest remains of
that living thing can tell us about the time of
its death. Everything that we perceive by our
senses, and even those that we cannot but
can detect by our instruments like colourless,
odourless, tasteless gases, are made up of
combinations of very tiny bits of matter called
atoms. Atoms can be grouped into ninety-two
types that are found in nature, each group
being called an element, like oxygen, gold,
iron, carbon, sodium, and so forth. They differ
in having separate numbers of a particle
carrying the smallest positive electricity that
can exist freely — the proton. Each atom of
an element has a fixed number of protons,
called the atomic number, and that decides
what element it is. If this number is one, we
call the element hydrogen, if it is six we call it
carbon, if seven thenitis nitrogen, if nineteen
it is potassium and the inert gas argon, if the
atomic number is eighteen.

The positive electricity of protons is
balanced in each atom by an exactly equal
number of negative electricity-carrying
particles, the electrons. It is the electrons
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that work like an extremely powerful glue
to hold atoms together and make molecules,
combinations of atoms starting from simple
ones like water and carbon dioxide to very
complex huge ones like proteins and DNA.
These make up the whole world including our
bodies and brains. Hence the atomic number
of an element decides all its properties -
exceptone, and thatis where the date-stamp
operates.

Other than the positive protons and
negative electrons, the atom of any element
carries a number of another particle having
no electricity. These are the electrically
neutral neutrons. For any element, though
the number of protons is fixed, the number
of neutrons can vary giving different varieties
or isotopes of the elements. Hydrogen, with
only one proton (atomic number one) has
two other isotope sisters, deuterium with
one proton and one neutron, and tritium
with one proton and two neutrons. These
sisters are identical in all their behaviour
regarding combining with other elements
and other properties like whether they will
remain gases at room temperature, and so
on. However, the presence of neutrons makes
them do a strange thing that was the dream of
alchemists through history. They change from
one element to another giving out any one
of three things - a particle with two protons
and two neutrons called an alpha particle,
an electron moving with almost the speed
of light called a beta particle, or rays with
at least ten times the penetrating power of
x-rays called gagmma rays. This transmutation
from one element to another with this
radiation is known as radioactivity and the
isotope for which this happens is called the
radioactive isotope of the element. The most
important thing about this phenomenon is
that itis totally independent of the state of the
element, whether it is in the form of a solid,
liquid, or a gas and whether combined with
any other element or not.

Living things, ourselves included, are
made up of mainly carbon, hydrogen,

nitrogen, oxygen, phosphorus, sulphur, small
amounts of other elements such as iron in
the blood of vertebrates and copper in that
of some invertebrates, and sodium and
potassium in our nerves, and finally, traces of
other elements that also play very important
roles. However, the overwhelming majority
is that of carbon and hydrogen. Carbon,
like hydrogen, also has three isotopes, the
‘normal’ carbon with six protons and six
neutrons in each atom, the ‘rare’ carbon
with six protons and seven neutrons, and
the ‘radioactive’ carbon or radiocarbon with
six protons and eight neutrons. The sum
of the proton number and the neutron
number is called the mass number because
both the proton and the neutron are about
two thousand times more massive than the
electron and they carry almost the entire
mass of the atom. So the mass numbers of the
isotopes of carbon are twelve, thirteen and
fourteen, and according to the convention of
naming isotopes by their mass numbers, they
are called carbon twelve, carbon thirteen and
carbon fourteen or C12,C13 and C14in short.

For any isotope of an element there is a
fixed percentage of all the isotopes of that
element, like that of C12, among the total
of C12, C13 and C14, which occurs in nature.
This is known as the natural abundance of
thatisotope.The natural abundances of these
isotopes are 98.93%, 1. 109% and 1 partina
trillion, respectively. It is obvious that C12 is,
for all practical purposes, the ‘natural’ form
of carbon, and that it takes a lot of effort to
‘create’C14!

C14,infact, requires something downright
‘unearthly’ to form. These are streams
of neutrons, protons, and their clusters
generated inside stars, including our Sun,
and other places in the cosmos where stars
are being formed, and travelling through
space with humongous energies. They are
called cosmic rays. They would have hit our
blue planet and would have caused severe
damage to all of us if they were not caught
by the Earth’s magnetic field and made to go
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in circles around it, forming the ionosphere.
Here they encounter the ‘normal’ nitrogen
isotopes N14 with seven protons and seven
neutrons and dislodge a proton to turn them
into C14 isotopes. This, along with all other
carbon in the upper atmosphere, reacts with
oxygen to form carbon dioxide. Plants use
the carbon dioxide, water and sunlight to
prepare carbohydrates, plant-eating animals
eat them, meat eaters eat these animals,
we eat both plants and animals, and finally
scavengers eat all of us. That is how C14
spreads to all life.

C14 reconverts to N14 giving off a beta
particle. This transmutation is therefore
radioactive, hence the name radiocarbon
for C14. However, the half-life of this decay
of C14 is 5700 years. In our lifetimes in the
hundred years scale, about 99% of the C14
in our bodies remain intact. After death,
as the remains get buried, the radioactive
decay continues at exactly the same rate, in
the carbon-containing parts such as bones,
branches and ashes, the latter when the
body was burnt. After thousands of years,
when these remains are discovered, the
first question coming to the mind of the
archaeologist concerns the date of the finds.

In 1908, Hans Geiger, a German physicist
invented a device to detect and count

the different particles emitted during
transmutation and radioactive decay. This
was originally called the Geiger Tube and
then a more developed version fabricated
by his student Walther Mdller was called the
Geiger-M(iller or GM Tube or GM Counter. It can
differentiate among alpha, beta and gamma
radiations and can measure the amounts or
counts of each. The rate of emission gives
the decay rate, from which the amount of
radioactive isotope present in the sample can
be measured quite accurately.

When the archaeologists study a piece
of bone they have excavated out, they can
measure its mass and, using the natural
abundance of C14, calculate out the original
amount of the isotope in the living being.
Then, from the amount left in the sample
as obtained by the GM Counter, they can
ascertain the fraction left. After that, it is
comparatively easy to find out how many
years ago that thing was alive using the half-
life value of 5700 years. The date-stamp is
deciphered.

The C14 atoms did not start to decay
together to reach the half of the original.
Radioactive decay is arandom event in that
it is impossible to predict exactly which
atom is going to radiate but possible to talk
only in terms of probabilities and averages.

Hans Geiger, his designed Geiger Tube and a modern Geiger-Miiller Tube
Ref: http://wal. nbed. nb. ca/sciencesettechnologies/pierrebrideau/geiger. jpg, Science Museum
London, Free Medium under Creative Commons
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The half-life of 5700 years is also an average
and the value can vary from 5660 years to
5740 years and that is the primary error
in fixing the date. Of course there will be
inherent errors in measuring the masses and
arriving at the fraction of C14 remaining. It
will be prudent to say that the error will be
about a hundred years, which is small when
times in the five thousand years scales are
of concern.

Date ascertaining or dating with C14 gives
excellent results for the historical era, where
the oldest relics are less than fifteen thousand
years old as more than one-fourth of the
original C14 is left in them. They have been
consistently used for that purpose. However,
for human and animal remains older than fifty
thousand years only a thousandth part is left
to study and for one lakh year old specimens
amere millionth partis all there is. Not only is
this too small but smaller the quantities larger
are the errors and in fifty thousand years old

samples already the error is considerable.
Again, C14 will work only with remains of
living things or at least organic materials and
does not cover any other materials like stone
tools or minerals.

There are a number of radioactive isotopes
but the one which would fill up the lacunae
of C14 must have a much bigger half-life and
also must be present in the relevant materials.
Radiopotassium K40, with 19 protons and 21
neutrons making up the mass number 40,
decays to Ar40, the argon isotope with 18
protons and 22 neutrons with a half-life of
1.3 billion years, enough to cover the history
of life on Earth! Potassium is also present in
both organic remains and inorganic matter
of interest to archaeologists, palaeontologists
and geologists, and everybody keen on
finding out the age of a piece of material.
The same techniques are used here asin C14
dating. It is easy to make the past talk if we
hear closely enough.
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Bees flying from one flower to another
sucking nectar and gathering pollen grains
is a common scene once you step out into a
meadow with wildflowers, or into the garden
in your backyard or verandah, or a crop field
in bloom. What are all these buzzes about?
Do they mean something? Are they all alike?
Do lend an ear and you will be surprised to
hear the variety of buzzing sounds that the
bees can produce on different occasions.
While most bees produce 'flight buzz' by
flapping their wings, some can also create
low buzzing noises while compacting nests
in the soil or as a warning signal (Buchmann
1983), and some others
are capable of producing
a prominent 'sonication
buzz' during pollen
collection from specially
structured flowers. Let's
dig a little deeper and
try reading between the
buzzes now.

Bees collect pollen and
nectar resources from the
flowers and in the process
transport pollen from one
flower to another flower
of the same plant or of a
different plant of the same
species, thereby leading
to self or cross-pollination
events, respectively. Sucha
process of cross-pollination
is simplerin the case of the
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open type of flowers with simple structured
anthers that easily open up exposing the
pollen grains on their surface for the bees to
avail. However, some plants have structurally
complex anthers with pollens well hidden
inside and it requires a specialized effort
for the bees to access the pollen resource.
One such example is the poricidal anther
structure in flowers of families Bignoniaceae,
Solanaceae, and Fabaceae where pollen
grains are trapped inside the anthers and can
only bereleased through a minute opening at
the far end of the anther cone. The pore can
open up only in response to vibration (Amala,

Buzz pollinators (from top left clockwise Xylocopa sp.,
Amedgilla sp., Lasioglossum sp., Nomia sp. )
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2017; De Luca and Vallejo-Marin 2013; Harder
and Thomson 1989). Only a specific group
of bees belonging to the families Apidae
and Halictidae are capable of creating such
vibratory motions commonly known as the
‘sonication buzz' This process of accessing
pollens using buzzes and transferring them
to a flower’s female part is known as buzz
pollination. These bees curl up their bodies,
grasp the anthers and vibrate their thoracic
muscles causing a buzzing sound (King
and Buchmann, 2003). These are the ‘buzz
pollinators’. This vibration bursts open the
specialized anthers of some groups of flowers
whose pollen release otherwise remains
limited due to stamen and other floral part
modifications (King and Buchmann, 2003; De
Luca and Vallejo-Marin, 2013; Michener, 1962;
Vallejo-Marin, 2019).

From the perspective of a bee, its obvious
strategy would be to spend the least amount
of energy for gaining maximum reward
and hence will adopt an optimal foraging
strategy to do so. A plant, on the other hand,
would benefit most if the pollinators would
visit flowers of the same species as they
forage along, thus increasing the chances of
cross-pollination. One evolutionary strategy
would be to dispense a little amount of
pollen at a time for the bee to avail in one
bout and hence make it come back for more
visits to ensure sufficient quantity of pollen
collection (Switzer, 2015). Poricidal anthers
serve this purpose by restricting the number
of pollen grains that a bee may collect on a

single visit. Additionally, the shower of pollen
grains caused by the sonication buzz messily
scatters the pollen grains all over the bee
body including less groomed areas thereby
increasing chances of cross-pollination. The
energy expenditure for buzz sonication by
bees is presumably less than that of the
energy spent for moving muscles during
flight thus balancing the cost-benefit ratio
(King and Buchmann, 1996).

Interestingly, the sonication frequencies
not only show interspecific variations but
also exhibit differences between individuals
of same species with their flight buzzes. When
a bee lands on a flower to buzz the anthers,
it disengages its wings and rapidly contracts
its thoracic muscles. The resulting vibration
of the ventral side of the bee’s abdomen is
transmitted to the floral anthers via the head
and the mandibles of the bee, thrusting out
the pollen grains through the apical pores
(DeLuca, 2013). The asynchronous flight
muscles and the wings together with the
thorax of a bee body form a resonating
system. Since the wings are decoupled during
a sonication buzz, it reduces the driving mass
of the vibrating system, thus raising the
natural frequency of the thorax (King, 1996).
The resulting sonication frequency is thus
significantly higher than the flight frequency.

In the case of a 'defensive buzz, used by
the bees to warn a predator, the amplitude
only gets comparatively higher, the frequency
probably remaining in a similar range to the
flight buzz of that individual species. The
fundamental or peak frequency typically has
the greatest energy and is determined by the
contraction rate of the thoracic flight muscles.
Studies on bumblebees have shown that the
duration of buzzes varies within and among
species, and even the number of pulses within
a single buzzing sequence range from 1to17
in some Bumblebee species. Studies suggest
that bumblebees can remove the majority
of available pollen (almost 60%) in the first
two pulses in a buzzing sequence, followed
by a much lesser amount (around 10%)
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Poricidal anthers in brinjal flower. The left picture shows a virgin flower
and the right picture shows the anthers have been burst open

in the subsequent buzzes (DelLuca, 2013).
Generally, bees with large body sizes like
Bombus sp., or the Carpenter bee (Xylocopa
sp.) are considered effective pollinators of
flowers with poricidal anthers since they
touch the stigma while buzzing the anthers,
thus causing a prominent pollen shower
on the stigma, also
remove quite good
amounts of pollen
per visit and can fly
strongly between
conspecific flowers
(Buchmann & Hurley,
1978; Burkart et al.,
2014; Mesquita-Neto
et al., 2017; Renner
and Feil, 1993). Other
small-bodied buzz
pollinators that are
seen to cause pollen
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shower effectively include
Amegilla sp., Nomia sp.,
Ceratina sp., Lasioglossum
sp., Pseudapis sp. and
each has its characteristic
behaviours while
sonicating a flower. While
a Xylocopa can grasp the
whole anther cone at a
time, a Nomia having a
smaller body size moves
circularly and transversally
along the anther cone
and produces multiple
pulses in every buzzing
sequence. Studies on
Bombus state that bees
adjust their behaviour
to maximize pollen
collection per flower
while minimizing buzzing
effort and hence exhibit
variation in the number
of pulses (Buchmann and
Cane, 1989). Experiments
have shown that a bee
typically produces a greater number of buzzes
while visiting a non-visited virgin flower
rather than a pollen-deprived experimental
flower. Furthermore, bees can adjust their
behaviour in response to availability of
pollen resources and thus have been noted
to spend less amount of time while buzzing

Non-buzz pollinators (Apis dorsata on the left and Apis cerana on the right)
grasping and scratching anthers of the brinjal flowers at the tips in order to

collect pollen
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Buzz pollinators (top row: Nomia sp., and Lasioglossum sp. in brinjal flowers; lower row: Amegilla
sp., Ceratina sp. in tomato flowers )

a flower that has been previously visited
many times (DelLuca, 2013). Blue-banded
bees (Amegilla sp.) have a very fast pace
and show a typical behaviour of not resting
on the flower during buzzing the anthers.
High-speed videos reveals a very interesting
feature of Amegilla buzz as it was seen to tap
the anther with its head during each buzz to
generate a pollen shower from the anther,
rather than grasping the anther cone and
shaking it (Switzer, 2015). The high buzzing
frequency of its flight muscles along with this

characteristic behaviour of pollen collection
and the reduced duration of visitation in a
flower make the blue banded bees stand
out as unique buzz pollinators. However,
whether such characteristics of quicker pollen
extraction render Amegilla as a more efficient
member of the buzz pollinator community
or not still needs to be studied in regard to
the pollination effectiveness of the different
species. Other small-bodied buzz pollinators
such as Ceratina and Lasioglossum show their
own characteristic features while visiting a
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buzz pollinated flower. Alongside buzzing
near the tip of the anther, these bees also
grasp the anther and scratch at the tip of
the pores to collect the pollen grains in their
hind legs. They are often seen to insert their
tongues through the pore of the stamens as
they collect pollen from a previously buzzed
flower. However, bees that are not capable
of buzzing, are also noted to be frequent
visitors of flowers with poricidal anthers and
can be observed to effectively gather pollen
from such specialized flowers. Their access
to the pollen resources of such specialized
flowers signify that the anthers had already
been opened, either naturally or due to earlier
visits by buzz pollinators in those flowers.
Such non-buzzing bee species individuals
can also be seen grasping the tips of the
exploded anthers and digging or milking the
anther structure to avail the pollen resource
within. But such action yields them pollen
only when the anthers have been burst open,
possibly after visits by the buzz pollinator
species. Hence, probably the buzzing bees,
in a way, help the non-buzzing bees to
acquire pollen grains from poricidal anthers,
that are otherwise unavailable to them.
However, such interdependent behavioural
complexities need to be studied at large.
Hence, proper knowledge of the specific buzz
pollinator fauna, their resource collection
behaviours and the external factors affecting
them are still lacking.

Some important cash crops from different
countries worldwide, including brinjal,
tomato, potato, capsicum (pepper) etc have
floral morphology suited for buzz pollination.
Although some of them may undergo
self-pollination, yet cross-pollination has
been reported to increase their seed set
significantly (Jayasinghe et al.,, 2017). This
makes this specialized community of buzz
pollinators a unique group of importance
in the field of agriculture. Yet incessant
pesticide application threatens this 'non-
targeted' community of buzz pollinators.
Systemicinsecticides, such as neonicotinoids,
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commonly used for seed treatments are
retained in the plant body flowers. Ingestion
of the contaminated pollen and nectar causes
various levels of toxicity— lethal to sublethal
(Boyle et al.,, 2019, Nauen and Jeschke,
2011). The neonicotinoids do not degrade
immediately and directly cause damage to the
nervous system of the bees. Thiamethoxam
is a neonicotinoid insecticide often used in
cultivation of crops like citrus, coffee, tomato,
sweet pepper etc. Thiamethoxam boosts
up the nicotinic acetylcholine receptors
thus allowing uncontrolled and continuous
nerve impulse transmission. This ultimately
leads to the death of the insect due to
hyperexcitation of the central nervous system
(Maienfisch etal., 2001; El Hassani et al., 2008;
Bass and Field, 2018). Other harmful effects
of exposure to sublethal concentrations
of neonicotinoids include compromised
ability of feeding and foraging, loss of
homing ability, orientation, learning and
other motor activities (Whitehorn et al.,
2012; Fischer et al.,, 2014). Although most of
the chemical experiments have been tried
upon honeybees as an insect model, the
whole beneficial insect community including
all the pollinators and the natural enemies are
being threatened with similar toxic effects.
Experiments on bumblebees in fact show
similar results with honeybees, reporting
a 40% decline in number of adults upon
exposure to imidacloprid in food resources
of bees (Tasei et al., 2000). Such experiments
have marked both thiamethoxam and
imidacloprid to be highly hazardous for bee
health, while suggesting thiacloprid to be
safer (Mommaerts et al., 2010).

We need much stricter pesticide regulatory
regime backed by comprehensive risk
assessment framework. Most countries do
not have pesticide risk assessment framework
that consider pollinators for end point
assessment. Where they do, the model is
often the European Honeybee. We need to
evolve a process where these important wild
pollinating insects like the buzz pollinators
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are also included in the assessment.

The ideal way to escape this pesticide
laden vicious cycle is to embrace ecological
intensification of agricultural landscapes. A
landscape free of lethal chemical pesticides
where pollinators and other beneficial
organisms lie happily and deliver key
ecosystem services to sustain and boost
agricultural production. Let us shout out and
say, "if you want to thrive then let the bees live
an unharmed busy buzzy life".
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From the Rare Collection of The Asiatic Society Library

The book is one of the rare collections
of the Asiatic Society. This book was first
published in 1847. Its main focus has
been given to Ethnology, specifically on
the Kocch, Bodo and Dhimal tribes. The
book has three parts. Part I contains
vocabulary, Part II contains Grammar and
Part III contains Location, Numbers, Creed,
Customs, Condition and Physical and Moral
characteristics of the people.

The main objective of the book was
to ascertain when and under what
circumstances the dispersion of the ancient
owners took place by means of careful

Title: Essay the First; On
the Kocch, Bédo and
Dhimal tribes, in three
parts

Author: Hodgson, B. H. (Brian
Houghton), 1800-1894

Year of Publication: 1847

Place: Calcutta

Publisher: Baptist Mission Press

Printed by: J. Thomas

Collection Type: Rare

Language: English

Description:

Size:

Subject:

%, ix, [11]-200p., [3] 2
plates

21cm
Ethnology, Koch dialects,

Bodo language, Dhimal
language, Dhimal dialect

comparison of the languages, physical
attributes, creeds and customs. Another
objective was to exhibit the positive
condition, morals and material of each
of these societies (the Kocch, Bodo and
Dhimal Tribes) to understand the instructive
pictures of the course of human progression.

The vocabulary part is not alphabetic
but copious and systematic which shows the
point of advancement which the aborigines
have reached in thought and actions.
Emphasis was given to their language as
there was strong conviction of the author
that their (the Kocch, Bodo and Dhimal
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tribes) physical and mental conditions could
be exactly portrayed through their speech.
The vocabulary is from English to the Kocch,
Bodo and Dhimal language translations.

The grammar part is rudimentary
and concise. Kocch Grammar was not
explained by the author as according to him
Kocch language is ‘wholly corrupt Bengali’
Therefore, the grammar of only Bodo and
Dhimal languages was considered. The
author gave physical delineations of the
Bodo only because as opined by him, the
distinctly marked type of the Mongolian
family is similar in all three of them (Bodo,
Kocch and Dhimal) but best expressed in
Bodo.
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The third part of the book highlighted on
origin, location, numbers, creed, customs,
character and condition of the Kocch, Bodo
and Dhimal Tribes with a general description
of the climate they dwell in.

Overall, the book contains very important
information about the Kocch, Bodo and
Dhimal Tribes and their advancement. The
book is a result of research of the author
for more than six months and the author
explored every opportunity to communicate
with the respondents of the Kocch, Bodo
and Dhimal Tribes to find out the exact
information for his research.

Pritam Gurey
Librarian, The Asiatic Society
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A Note on the Manuscripts on Samgitasastra
preserved in the Museum Section of The Asiatic

Society, Kolkata

Keka Adhikari Banerjee
Curator, The Asiatic Society

The Asiatic Society, Kolkata possesses
valuable treasures of manuscripts which
contain various fields of arts and science
and a good repository of knowledge about
the age-old Indian culture. Though the
numbers are few but some of the unique
collection of manuscripts on Music and
dance are in the collection of the Museum
of the Society. A Descriptive Catalogue of the
Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Collection of the
Asiatic Society by MM Haraprasad Shastri
and revised and edited by Chintaharan
Chakravarti( vol. XIV) informs about a good
number of manuscripts on different aspects
of music. Mr. O. C. Gangoly, one of the experts
has demonstrated in his Ragas and Raginis(
Calcutta, 1948) that some unpublished
manuscripts on Samgitasdstra are in the
possession of the Asiatic Society which
portray some special attention. Besides, in
some interesting works written by various
scholars - reference of a great patron of

Indian Music and literature - Malik Suluta
Sahi or Malik Sarak Sulitan Sahi of Kada,
near Veni is of worth mentioning. This music
lover collected various Sanskrit works on
music and assembled scholars from different
parts of the country. In 1428 A. D. this band
of scholars composed the Samgitasiromani
at the bidding of the Sahi. Some of the
manuscripts like Anandasafjivana contains
about Vadyadhyaya, Ragadhydya, even the
manuscript Samgitapdrijata informs about
Vadya and Tala which have special value in
the field of research on music.

There are other references of other
patrons in a number of works like Jaya-
chandradeva Saptamacakravarti — patron
of Kavibalasarasvati Subhamkara, author
of Samganasagara, Gajapati Narayanadeva,
son of Padmanabha - patron of Purusottama
Misra, author of Samgitanarayana and many
others.

A list of manuscripts preserved on Samgitasastra is given below -

SL No. Accession Name of l:.he Author / Folio Complete / Date Remarks
No. Manuscript Commentator Incomplete
Language-Sanskrit
1. |G-1781 19 Script - Nagara
Samgitaratnakara Sarngadeva Incomplete 4" Chapter only
2 [G-9051 40
5% Chapter only
3. |G-1131 06
4. [G-3821 114 L.S.362 |7% Chapter only.
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SL. No. Accession Name of t_he Author / Folio Complete / Date Remarks
No. Manuscript Commentator Incomplete
Commentary on 1-46
G-1110 A Kallinatha &38-|Incomplete |- -
5. Samgitaratnakara 79
Language-Sanskrit
Script - Nagara
6. |G-4183  |Sadragacandrodaya |PundarikaVitthala | 14 |Incomplete The manuscript gives
illustrations of what are
called Vinas.
rd i
7. [G-5040 Paficamasambhita Narada 5 [Incomplete 3 . ChaPter only, lt_d?%“
with Ragas and Raginis
This manuscript
contains portions
8. |G-8365 |Anandasafjivana Madanapala 40 |Incomplete of Pravandhyayaya,
Vadyadhyaya,
Ragadhyaya.
9. |[G-9054 31
10. |G-1129 Samgitaparijata Ahobala 35 Incomplete g_deals Vzlth the
11. lg-1196 22 agaprakarana.
It deals with different
12. [G-1713 Samgitasiromani Sulutasahi 2-26 |Incomplete topics of the science of
music.
13. |[G-2513 Samgitandrayana Purusottama Misra | 69 Complete 4
¥ Chapters
Language-Sanskrit
14. [G-4852 Samganasagara Subharhkara 47 Incomplete Script- Newar.
' 9 g 28 P This deals with vocal
and instrumental music.
The manuscript
- - Samvat|contains 134 verses
15. [G-1195 Ragamala Ksemakarna 15 [Complete 1833 R em—
Ragas.
. Language-Sanskrit
16. |G-10243 |Ragamala Ksemakarna 25 |Incomplete |- . -
¥ * Script-Nagara
o Language-Sanskrit
17. |G-8321 Ragavibodha Soma 15 [Incomplete |- . N
Script-Nagara
. . Samvat|Language-Sanskrit
18. |G-10245 |Rdgaratna Manikya 4 |Incomplete 1888 S e
Language-Sanskrit
Lo . 1-2& Script-Nagara
19. |[G-10615 |Samgitacintamani Anonymous 1-3 Incomplete This deals with the
origin of the Ragas.
20 |G-10144 |Samgitakautuka 8 |Incomplete Lan.guag_e-Sanskrlt
Script-Nagara
. , Samvat]ltdeals with the
21 |G-1139  |Sankirparagalaksana 6 |Complete 1798 st
22 |G-8316 |Ganasastra 9 |Complete(?) Language-Sanskrit
Script-Nagara
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EVENTS I

The Activities Undertaken

by The Asiatic Society, Kolkata
during The Swachhata Pakhwada
from 16 April 2022 to 30 April 2022

The Asiatic Society, Koikata observed the Swachhata Pakhwada
from 16 April 2022 to 30 April 2022. During this period various
events were planned in addition to the shramdan at various
locations of the Society premises, cleaning of the Sections and also identification and
segregation of e-waste from various Sections. On 18th April an exhibition was organised to
commemorate the World Heritage Day. A poster writing and drawing competition on Swachha
was organised on 25 April 2022. A film by National Geographic channel in collaboration with
Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation titled 'Swachh Bharat : India’s Sanitary Revolution'
was screened on 28 April 2022.
Also, prizes were distributed to the
winners of the drawing competition
and to the cleanest departments.
Publication Department and the
Administration Department jointly
got the 1st position.
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The Asiatic Society, Kolkata observes
International Museum Day on 18th May, 2022

Keka Adhikari Banerjee
Curator, The Asiatic Society

The Asiatic Society, Kolkata organised a visit
of the students of New Alipore College at the
Museum of the Society followed by feedback
session with an extempore competition on
18th May 2022 in observance of ‘International
Museum Day'’ The programme was a part of
the ongoing celebration of ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’' 2022.

The programme had two segments. A
visit of the students of New Alipore College
atthe Museum of the Society and a feedback
session with an extempore competition
were organised among the students. Posters
regarding the aim and importance of
observing the day were displayed throughout
the building for general awareness.

The programme began with the welcome
address of Dr. Satyabarata Chakrabarti, the
General Secretary of the Society. Professor
Swapan Kumar Pramanick, President of the
Society delivered his talks on the theme
of IMD 2022 - 'Power of Museums through
Personal Experiences' and on the Heritage
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preserved by the Asiatic Society, Kolkata
at the Vidyasagar Hall of the old building
(heritage building of the Society) which
was the venue for the feedback session. The
extempore speeches of the students were
judged by a panel of judges comprising
Professor Tapati Mukherjee, Vice President,
The Asiatic Society, Kolkata, Sujata Misra,
Assistant Librarian and Dr. Sakti Mukherjee,
Senior Publication Assistant of the Asiatic
Society, Kolkata. Obsevations and relevant
comments were given by Professor Biplab
Chakrabarti, Library Secretary, Professor
Tapan Mondol, Head of the History Dept.-
in-Charge) and Professor Sravani Basu of
the same department of the New Alipore
College. Professor Sujit Kumar Das, Treasurer
of the Society proposed the formal vote of
thanks. The students were awarded with the
gifts from the Museum Souvenir items. The
programme was coordinated by Dr. Keka
Banerjee Adhikari, Curator of the Museum of
the Society.



EVENTS

Celebration of the International Day for
Biological Diversity 2022 at The Asiatic Society,
Kolkata on 24th May 2022 - A Report

Dhiman Chakraborty
Controller of Finance, The Asiatic Society, Kolkata

The International Day for Biological
Diversity 2022 was celebrated in a befitting
manner at the Society on 24th May 2022.
The actual date declared by the United
Nations as the International Day for
Biological Diversity is May 22nd, but that
being a Sunday this year, the celebration
took place on 24th May.

Welcoming the gathering, Dr. S. B.
Chakrabarti, General Secretary of the Society
stressed upon the concern of the Society
on issues related to life sciences, ecology &
environment and as an outcome of which the
Society is committed to spread awareness on

such issues. Dr. Chakrabarti mentioned about
the interface of Man & Nature in the domain
of biological diversity taking reference of
the historic declaration by Sir William Jones,
the founder of the Asiatic Society on its
foundation day in 1784.

Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick,
President of the Society while delivering his
presidential address, spoke about the urgent
need of maintaining the biological framework
of the earth for survival of the species that
is under threat with the increasing control
of man over nature resulting from rapid
industrialization and urbanization.
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Professor Asok Kanti Sanyal, Biological
Science Secretary of the Society and convener
of the programme delivered his talk on the
theme of this year’s International Day of
Biological Diversity:‘Building a shared future
for all life’ In his speech, Professor Sanyal
emphasized that biological diversity is the
single most important factor for sustainable
development not only for the well-being of
human life on earth but also for its equitable
share by all organisms. He also mentioned
that since 80% of livelihood directly depends
on biodiversity, thoughtful use of biological
resources is critical for poverty alleviation.

The event had a distinguished panel of
speakers who are eminent scientists and
academicians from the field of biological
sciences. The guest speakers were felicitated
with plant saplings.

Professor Nimai Chandra Saha, Hon'ble
Vice Chancellor, The University of Burdwan
was the first guest speaker of the day.
Professor Saha made a detailed presentation
on ecosystem diversity with eye-catching
visual slides of flora &fauna and their interplay
in different geographies and climates. He also
talked about the conservation methods
of the natural resources and species that
constitute the prime task for maintenance of
biodiversity.

Dr. J. R. B. Alfred, Former Director,
Zoological Survey of India raised an alert
stating that extinction of species though is
natural, it is happening at a rate thousand
times higher than that of pre-human times
leading to a disastrous impact on biodiversity.
He also elaborated upon the impact of
biodiversity across all segments like social,
cultural, economic, political, etc. Dr. Alfred
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also made a special mention about the Asiatic
Society’s historic contribution in initiating
studies & research on biodiversity 100 years
back that lead to the birth of Zoological
Survey of India (ZSI).

Dr. Dhriti Banerjee, Director, Zoological
Survey of India spoke about ZSlI's recent
discovery of more than 500 new species that
are being added to the repository of faunal
species surveyed in ZSI's 106 year old history.
Dr. Banerjee also briefed on the Government
of India’s active intervention in maintaining
biodiversity through various schemes and
projects implemented through ZSI.

Professor Tapan Kumar Mishra, Former
Principal, Vidyasagar College, Kolkata and
a Botanist by profession, spoke on the
importance of managementand conservation
of forests and more particularly natural forests
as an important component of ecological
balance and biodiversity. He substantiated
his speech citing quite a few case studies in
which he took the role of an activist in social
movements for forest protection.

Professor Asok Kanti Sanyal summed up
the session urging the young generation
to take initiatives at the community level
for raising awareness on biodiversity by
organizing camps for tree plantation and
conservation of species, both flora & fauna.

Dr. Sujit Kumar Das, Treasurer of the
Society proposed the formal vote of thanks.
The programme was live streamed in the
facebook channel of the Society and was
covered and reported by The Times of India,
Kolkata on 25. 05. 2022. A large section of
the participants of the programme included
teachers, students and researchers from the
field of life sciences.



“

Rabindra Nazrul Jayanti organized by
Asiatic Society Recreation Club
on 30th May 2022

Society’s staff performing Srutinatak ‘Mahamaya’ based on a short story by Rabindranath Tagore
from Galpaguchha collection

Sangeetalekhya ‘Bajre Tomar Baje Banshi’ based on patriotic songs and poems of Rabindranath

Tagore and Kazi Nazrul Islam, their influences on the freedom fighters as revealed through the

writings and letters of some Martyrs performed by the Society’s staff and Research fellows as a
part of the celebration of 75 years of India’s Independence — Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
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BOOKS ACCESSIONED DURING THE LAST MONTH

294. 5923046
P190r
Pandey, Priyanka

Rajadharma in Maha-
bharata: with special ref-
erence to santi-parva/ Priya-
nka Pandey. -New Delhi: D.
K. Printworld(P) Ltd.,2018.

XX, 245p. : maps, tables. ;
23cm. (77976)

(Reconstructing Indian
history and culture; no. 37).

Includes abbreviations
Bibliography: p. 210-227.
-Index: p. 228-245.

ISBN : 978-81-246-0801-2
: Rs. 900. 00.

1. Mahabharata -San-
tiparva -Criticism and In-
terpretation 2. Hinduism
and Politics -India 3. Re-
constructing Indian history
and culture; no. 37. I. Title
II. Series

751. 7709544
D143r

Daljeet

Rajasthani miniatures:the
magic of strokes and colours
/Dr. Daljeet. -New Delhi:
Niyogi Books,2018.

392p., tp. d of pls. ; 30cm.
(77972)

Includes glossary, bibliog-
raphy and index Glossary:

p. 378-379. -Bibliography:
p. 380-382. -Index: p. 383-
392.

ISBN : 978-93-86906-26-7
: Rs. 4000. 00.

1. Miniature Painting -In-
dia -Rajasthan 2. India

-Rajasthan. I. Title

English Accession

954. 14
B327r
Basu, Jayanti
Reconstructing the Bengal
partition:the psyche under a
different violence / Jayanti
Basu. -Kolkata: Samya,2013.
xlii, 249p. ; 22cm. (78110)
Index: p. 244-249. ISBN :
978-81-906760-9-0 : Rs. 650.
00. 1. India -Bengal -History.
I. Title

181.4
R332b

Reflections on the man, the
mind and the mission:a fest-
schrift on the 85th birthday
of Professor Koneru Ram-
akrishna Rao /

edited by Nalini Bikkina
and Rositta Joseph Valiya-
mattam. - New Delhi: D. K.
Printworld (P) Ltd.,2017.

xxx1v, 360p. : ill. (col. );
23cm. (77998)

Contributed articles.

ISBN : 978-81-246-0916-3 :
Rs. 1250. 00. 1. Rao, K. Ram-
akrishna 2. Philosophers -In-
dia -Biography 3. Philosophy,
Indic 4. Parapsychologists
-India -Biography 5. Edu-
cators -India -Biography®6.
Psychology and philosophy
-India. I. Bikkina, Nalini,
ed. II. Valiyamattam, Rositta
Joseph, ed. III. Title

305. 89595
E52r
Elwin, Verrier, 1902-1964
The religion of an Indian
tribe:Verrier Elwin. - Delhi:
B. R. Publishing

Corporation, 2018.

xxiv, 597p. : ill. ; 23cm.
(78005)

Originally published: Bom-
bay: Oxford University Press,
1955 Includes bibliographi-
cal references and index.

ISBN : 9789387587083 :
Rs. 2500. 00. 1. Savara (Indic
people) - Religion. I. Title

305. 8

R869t
The Routledge companion to
philosophy of race:

edited by Paul C. Taylor,
Linda Martin Alcoff and Lu-
vell Anderson. -New York
and London: Routledge Tay-
lor & Francis group,2018.

xvii, 561p. ; 25cm. (78058)

Includes index.

ISBN: 978-0-415-71123-4 :
Rs. 175. 00. 1. Race -Philoso-
phy 2. Racism -Philosophy. I.
Taylor, Paul C., ed. II. Alcoff,
Linda Martin, ed. III. An-
derson, Luvell, ed. IV. Title

S 491. 25
B575s
Bhojadeva

Sarasvati kantha bharana
vaidikavyakaranam = 9%t
Exieul : Bho-
jadeva; edited with Gujarati
translation by Narayan

M. Kansara. -New Delhi:
Rashtriya Veda Vidya Pra-
tisthan,1992.

xvi, 409p. ; 23cm. (S6911)
1. Sanskrit Language -Gram-
mar. . Kansara, Narayan
M., ed. II. Title
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921.4
S839s
Stern, Alfred, 1899 -1980
Sartre:his philosophy and
psychoanalysis /by Alfred
Stern. - New Delhi: Cosmo
Publications,2011.
282p. ; 24cm. (78171)
ISBN : 978-81-307-1339-7
: Rs. 895. 00. 1. Sartre, Jean-
Paul, 1905-1980 2. Philoso-
phers - France - Biography.
I. Title

940. 541254
R888s

Roy, Kaushik, 1971

Sepoys against the rising
sun:the Indain army in far
east and south-east Asia,
1941-45 /by Kaushik Roy.
-Leiden, Boston: Brill,2015.

xix, 437p. : maps. ; 24cm
(78062)

(History of Warfare; vol.
106).

Bibliography: p. 401-418.

-Subject Index: p. 419-437.

ISBN : 978-90-04-22220-5
(hbk). 1. World War, 1939-
1945 -India 2. World War,
19391945 -Participation
-East Indian 3. India. Army
- History - 20th century 4.
World War, 1939-1945 -Cam-
paigns -Southeast Asia. I.
Title II. Series

294. 551309546
P324s

Paul, John Mohammad

Shaivism in ancient Kash-
mir: a historical and cultur-
al study /John Mohammad
Paul. - Delhi: B. R. Publish-
ing Corporation,2018.

xil, 168p., [34p.] of pls. ;
28cm. (78028)

Includes bibliographical
references and index.

ISBN : 9789386223999
: Rs. 2500. 00. 1. Saivism

-Social aspects-India -Jam-
mu and Kashmir

2. Kashmir Saivism -India
-History -To 1500. I. Title

306. 36509043
C769s
Cooper, Adrienne

Sharecropping and share-
croppers’ struggles in Bengal,
1930-1950:Adrienne Cooper.
-Calcutta: K P Bagchi &
Company,1988.

xxv, 360p. : maps. ; 22cm.
(78112)

Bibliography: p. 333-356
Index: p. 357-360.

ISBN : 81-7074-039-8 : Rs.
300. 00. 1. Sharecropping 2.
Sharecroppers - Political ac-
tivity 3. Politics and govern-
ment -India - Bengal. I. Title

S 491. 25
B575sb
Bhattoji Diksita

Siddhanta koumudi =
fagr==iat: Bhattoji Dik-
sita; @ T with commentary
Tattvabodhini by Jnanendra
Sarasvati; edited with Bengali
translation by Binodlal Sen Ka-
biraj; introduction by Satyaranjan
Bandyopadhyaya. -Calcutta:
Sadesh,2005.

3v. ; 25cm. (D67043)

Vol. 1. Purvardha. - Vol. 2.

Uttarardha. - Vol. 3.
Vaidikaprakaran.

ISBN : 81-8282-088-X :
Rs. 1000. 00(Set). 1. San-
skrit Language -Grammar.
I. Kabiraj, Binodlal Sen, ed.
II. Title

746. 0958
S476s
Sengupta, ArputhaRani
The Silk road fabrics:the
Stein collection in the Na-
tional Museum of India /Ar-
puthaRani Sengupta. -New
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Delhi: D. K. Printworld(P)
Ltd.,2018.

xii, 281p. : 1ll. (col. ); 29cm.
(77971)

Includes bibliographical
references. Bibliography: p.
252-266. -Index: p. 267-281.

ISBN : 978-81-246-0921-7 :
Rs. 4000. 00. 1. Stein, Aurel,
Sir, 18621943 -Art collections
2. Textile fabrics -Silk Road

3. Textile fabrics -Asia,
Central 4. Silk Road -An-
tiquities. I. Title

909
F834sr

Frankopan, Peter

The silk roads:a new
history of the world /Pe-
ter Frankopan; illustrated
by Neil Packer. -London:
Bloomsbury Children’s
Books,2018.

128p. : ill. (col. ), maps;
32cm. (78625)

ISBN : 978-1-4088-8993-0.

1. Asia -Silk Road 2. World
history 3. Acculturation 4.
Imperialism 5. Trade routes.
I. Packer, Neil, ill. II. Title

954. 05
K45sa
Shafaat Ahmad Khan
Sources for the history of
British India in the seven-
teenth century:by Shafaat
Ahmad Khan. - New Delhi:
Cosmo Publications,1978.
viii, 393p. ; 23cm. (78173)
Index: p. 367-393 First
published: 1925. Rs. 600. 00.
1. India -History -Sources
-Bibliography 2. India -His-
tory -Sources -Bibliography.
I. Title

828. 91209
S941s
Subramony, R.
Sri Aurobindo and Teilhard



BOOKS ACCESSIONED DURING THE LAST MONTH
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de Chardin: a comparative
study/R. Subramony. -New
Delhi: Academic Publishing
International,c2019.

xiii, 279p. ; 23cm. (77967)

Includes appendix, bib-
liography and indexes Ap-
pendix: p. 237-249. -Bibli-
ography: p. 251-264. -Index:
p. 265-279.

ISBN : 978-81-938158-0-9 :
Rs. 995. 00. 1. Ghose, Aurob-
indo, 1872-1950 2. Teilhard
de Chardin, Pierre 3. Hindu
Philosophy 4. Spiritual life

5. Consciousness 6. Chris-
tianity - Philosophy. I. Title

954. 1
H428s
Hazarika, Sanjoy, 1954
Strangers no more:new
narratives from Indian’s
northeast /Sanjoy Hazarika.
-New Delhi: Aleph Book
Company,2018.
1, 420p. ; 23cm. (78048)
Notes and references: p.
374-408. -Bibliography: p.
409-411. -Index: p. 413-420.
ISBN : 978-93-84067-44-1 :
Rs. 799. 00. 1. Autonomy and
independence movements 2.
Northeastern India -History
3. Politics and government
-India -Northeast. I. Title

780. 92
B215¢t
Banerjee, Utpal K., 1935

Tagore’s mystique of dance
: Utpal K. Banerjee. -New
Delhi: Niyogi Books,2011.

260p. : ill. (col. ); 28cm.
(78102)

Includes bibliographies
and index.

ISBN : 978-81-89738-96-
9. 1. Tagore, Rabindranath,
1861-1941, 2. Performing
arts 3. Dance in Literature

4. Music -Biography. I. Title

891. 4414
T125b
Tagores’s ballad of the sun-
lion:translated from the Bra-
jabuli original Bhanusingher
Padabali by Rabindranath
Tagore /

translated and intro-
duced by Utpal K. Banerjee.
-Gurgaon: Shubhi Publica-
tions,2018.

46p. : 1ll. (col. ); 22cm.
(78040)

Includes glossary and bib-
liography.

ISBN : 9788182904651 :
Rs. 395. 00. 1. Songs, Bengali
2. Krishna (Hindu deity) 3.
Radha (Hindu deity). I. Ban-
erjee, Utpal K., tr. II. Title

294. 5514095483
A312t
Ajithan, P. 1., 1979

Tantric rituals of Kerala
temples:texts and traditions
/Ajithan P. I. -New Delhi: D.
K. Printworld(P) Ltd.,2018.

xviil, 361p. ; 23cm. (77970)

(Tantra in contemporary
researches; no. 6).

Includes bibliographical
references. Bibliography: p.
310-329. -Index: p. 330-361.

ISBN : 978-81-246-0899-9
: Rs. 1300. 00. 1. Tantrism
-India -Kerala -Rituals 2.
Tantric Literature -India
-Kerala -History and Criti-
cism 3. Tantrain contempo-
rary researches; no. 6. I. Title
II. Series

934
L193t
Lal, B. B.

Testing ancient Indian
traditions:on the touchstone
of archaelogy /B. B. Lal. -New
Delhi: Aryan Books Interna-
tional, c2017.

xiii, 96p. : ill., maps. ; 22cm.
(77975)

Includes bibliographical
references and indexes.

ISBN : 978-81-7305-588-1
: Rs. 450. 00. 1. Ancient His-
tory -India 2. Mahabharata
3. Excavations (Archaeol-
ogy). L. Title

808. 899283
T583r

Timeless tales from Ben-
gal: an anthology of Bangla
children’s and young adults’
stories /

edited by Dipankar Roy
and Saurav Dasthakur. -New
Delhi: Niyogi Books,2018.

478p. ; 22cm. (78000)

ISBN : 978-93-86906-23-
6 : Rs. 795. 00. 1. Young
adult literature, Bengali
2. Children’s stories, Ben-
gali. I. Roy, Dipankar, ed.
II. Dasthakur, Saurav, ed.
II1. Title

746. 0954105456
D229t
Das, A. K.

Traditional textiles of
North east India:a catalogue
of the IGNCA collection /A.
K. Das. -Delhi: B. R. Publish-
ing Corporation, 2018.

vii, 195p. : ill. (col. ); 29cm.
(77991)

Includes bibliographical
references.

ISBN : 9789387587373 :
Rs. 2500. 00.

Textile fabrics - India,
Northeastern -Catalogs

Textile design -India,
Northeastern -Catalogs

Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts - Cata-
logs. I. Title
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709. 54
E52t

Elwin, Verrier

The tribal art of middle
India:by Verrier Elwin. -Del-
hi: B. R. Publishing Cor-
poration,2018.

213p. : ill. ; 25cm. (77999)

Originally published: Bom-
bay, India: Oxford University
Press, 1951.

ISBN : 9789387587069 :
Rs. 1500. 00. 1. Art, Indic 2.
Art, Primitive. I. Title

305. 800954
T822t

Tribal culture and heritage:a
case for conservation /

edited by Rajeshwari Tan-
don. - New Delhi: INTACH
(The Indian National Trust
for Art and Cultural Herit-
age),2018.

xii, 191p. ; 23cm. (78020)

ISBN : 978-81-7305-599-
7 : Rs. 995. 00. 1. Tribals
-India 2. Tribes and Tribal
System -India. I. Tandon,
Rajeshwari, ed. II. Title

307. 709543
R966ta
Russell, R. V.

The tribes and castes of the
central provinces of India:R.
V. Russell and Rai Bahadur
Hira Lal. -New Delhi: Aryan
Books International, ¢c2018.

4v. : 1ll., maps. ; 22cm.
(78023)

First published: 1916

V. 1. Articles on religions
and sects. - V. 2. Articles on
castes and tribes (Agaria -Fa-
kir). -V. 3. Articles on castes
and tribes (Gadaria -Koshti).
- V. 4. Articles on castes and
tribes (Kumhar -Yemkala).

ISBN:978-81-7305-572-
0(v. 1). -978-81-7305-5690(v.

2). -978-81-7305-5706(v. 3).
-978-81-7305-5713(v. 4) : Rs.
9950 (Set of 4vols. ).

1. Tribes - India 2. Tribes
and Tribal System -India

3. Castes - India. I. Lal,
Rai Bahadur Hira, jt. auth.
II. Title

S 491. 25
B575sm
Bhattoji Diksita

Vaiyakaranasiddhanta-
kaumudi = S OTHGIhHITET:
Bhattoji Diksita; edited with
commentary Balabodhini
and Marathi translation by
Mahadev Damodar Sathe
and Kasinath Vasudev Ab-
hyankar. -Pune: Govt. of
India,1964-72.

-v. ; 18cm. (8362)

(M. M. Vasudev Sastri Ab-
hyankar Series; 4,10,11,12).

Contents: v. 1. Sanga par-
ibhasa, karak and samasa.
-v. 4. Tinanta and Lakarar-
tha prakriya. - v. 5. Vaidika
prakriya. -v. 6. Svaraprakri-
ya.

Rs. 12. 00(v. 1). -Rs. 12.
00(v. 4). - Rs. 3. 75(v. 5). - Rs.
7. 00(v. 6).

1. Sanskrit Language
-Grammar. I. Sathe, Ma-
hadev Damodar, ed. II. Ab-
hyankar, Kasinath Vasudev,
ed. III. Title IV. Series

820. 93581
M165v
McLoughlin, Kate
Veteran poetics:British
literature in the age of mass
warfare, 1790-2015 /Kate
McLoughlin. - United King-
dom: Cambridge University
Press,2018.
xi, 320p. ; 24cm. (78628)
Appendix: p. 247-275
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Bibliography: p. 277-309
Index: p. 311-320.

ISBN :978-1-107-19593-6 :
£28.99. 1. English literature
2. Veterans in literature 3.
War in literature 4. British
Literature. I. Title

297. 27
V795g
Violence in Islamic thought
from the Quran to the Mon-
gols:
edited by Robert Gleave
and Istvan T. Kristo-Nagy.
-Edinburg: University
Press,2015.
vii, 278p. ; 24cm. (78052)
Includes bibliography and
index.
ISBN : 978-1-4744-1793-8.
1. Violence - Religious as-
pects - Islam 2. Islamic fun-
damentalism 3. Islam and
politics. I. Gleave, Robert, ed.
II. Kristo-Nagy, Istvan T., ed.
II1. Title

745. 6707454
G682w

Goswamy, B. N., 1933

The word is sacred, sacred
1s the word:the Indian manu-
script tradition /B. N. Gos-
wamy; with contributions by
Dhritabrata Bhattacharya,
Yashaswini Chandra, Kakul
Fatima, Jagdish Mittal, D.
K. Rana, Rita Devi Sharma,
Sanjukta Sunderason & Gi-
tanjali Surendran.

-New Delhi: Niyogi Offset

Pvt. Litd.,2007.

204p. : 1ll. (col.); 29cm.
(78104)

Glossary: p. 200-203.

ISBN : 81-89738-22-4.

1. Manuscripts, Indic 2.
Illumination of books and
manuscripts, Indic. I. Title



Publications
During 2021-2022

ATaleof Tea Tokens by S. K. Bose, Anjali Dutta & Jayanta Dutta

Matsyendra Samhita ascribed to Matsyendranatha, Part-lI ed. by Debabrata
Sensharma

Gleanings from the Past and the Science Movement by Arun Kumar Biswas

75th Anniversary of Indian National Army and Provisional Government ed. by
Purabi Roy

Ayurveda — Past and Present ed. by Abichal Chattopadhyay

From Acquiescence to Agency: Transformation of the Lepcha Political Self by
Tapan Kumar Das

All About Indian Heritage by Kalyanbrata Chakraborty

A Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Indian Museum Collection of
the Asiatic Society, Vol.-1: Veda comp, by Sarbani Bose, ed. by Satya Ranjan
Banerjee & Amit Bhattacharjee

The Sanskrit Buddhist Literature of Nepal by Rajendralala Mitra

Remembering Rajendralala Mitra by R. C. Majumdar, Bireswar Banerjee, S. K.
Saraswati, B. N. Mukherjee, Dilip Kumar Mitra

Bakreswar Upakhyan by Dipak Ghosh
Saontal Lokakatha ed.by Kumar Rana and Soumitrasankar Sengupta

Problems and Prospects of Sixth Schedule : Towards Tribes Autonomy and self-
Governance ed. by Vulli Dhanaraju

Poetry and Compositional Structure of the Sanskrit Buddhist Narrative Supriya
Sarthavaha Jataka in Bhadrakalpavadana ed. by Soma Basu (Sikdar) &
Nicholas Kazanas

History of Linguistic Science in North-East India with Special Reference to the Bodo
Group of Languages : Retrospect and Prospect by Satarupa Dattamajumdar

Editing of Unpublished Ancient Texts ed.by Subuddhi Charan Goswami

Order / Disorder in Asia ed. by Rila Mukherjee

Journalism in India of Pat Lovett ed. by Anjan Bera

AVisionary viewed through Lens comp, by Tapati Mukherjee & Sujata Mishra

Jayananda birachita Chaitanya Mangal comp, by Biman Behari Majumdar &
Sukhomay Mukhopadhyay

Aspects of Manuscriptology by Ratna Basu & Karunasindhu Das

On Interpreting India’s Pastby Amartya Sen
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